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Have You Ever Experienced Divine Renovation?
By Jerry Belt

of  awareness that it is even possible to 
know Him and to be known and loved 
personally by Him. Pope Benedict, he 
says, spoke of  the necessity of  the per-
sonal encounter and personal relationship 
with Jesus.

The Fifth General Conference of  the 
Episcopate of  Latin America and the 
Caribbean met in 2007 to call the Church 
on that continent to recall its identity. The 
Conference had as its theme, “Disciples 
and Missionaries of  Jesus Christ, so that 
our peoples may have life in Him” and 
was convened at the Shrine of  Our Lady 
of  Aparecida, Patroness of  Brazil. The 
Bishops subsequently published what has 
been called the “Aparacida Document” 
that identifies reasons why people have 
left the Catholic Church:
n  They had not experienced a personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ that was 
profound and intense in the Catholic 
Church, but they had in other churches.
n  They had not found meaningful com-
munity in the Catholic Church, but they 
had in other churches.
n  They had not found that the Biblical 
and doctrinal formation in the Catholic 
Church brought about spiritual, personal, 
and community growth and maturity, but 
they had in other churches. 
n  They had not found a missionary com-
mitment in the Catholic Church, but they 
had in other churches. 
Fr. Mallon says these deficiencies are 
related to the essential tasks of  evan-
gelization, discipleship, fellowship, and 
mission; however, if  they are not incar-
dinated into actual Church living, they 
remain abstractions.

When we examine the theme of  Parish 

Divine Renovation is the name 
of  a book written by Father 
James Mallon, who has helped 

the Parishioners of  ST. BENEDICT 
Parish in Halifax, Nova Scotia, go from 
a maintenance parish to one that makes 
missionary disciples. Divine Renovation 
will be studied and discussed by the ST. 
MARK Evangelization Team.

The book speaks to a number of  themes, 
including the following: 

n  Identity crisis 

n  Missionary discipleship 

n  Evangelization 

n  Why people leave the Catholic Church

n  How to transform the culture of  a 
Parish 

n  The essential role of  leadership.

Identity Crisis and Missionary 
Discipleship in the Church   
Fr. Mallon says that we have an identity 
crisis that is rooted in who we are and 
what we are called to do as a Church. We 
have forgotten, he says, why we exist as a 
Church. Our identity stems from the last 
verses of  Matthew’s Gospel (Matthew 28: 
19-20), known as the Great Commission, 
when Jesus told His Disciples to: “Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of  all na-
tions . . .” This, he says, is the mission 
of  our Church; it is around this mission 
that all the other missionary aspects of  
the Church revolve.

Evangelization and Why   
People Leave the Church   
On the theme of  evangelization, Fr. 
Mallon laments that so many of  our 
people have never come to know Jesus 
personally and therefore have no hun-
ger for Him. Worse, he says, is a lack 

renewal or transformation, we need to 
begin with a clear sense of  purpose of  
what we are building and why. We need 
to lay a foundation, and the foundation 
of  any human organization is its culture. 
If  the human foundation of  the Church 
is not healthy, then no matter how intense 
or sincere our spiritual commitment, the 
foundation will be a fragile blend of  clay 
and iron. The human foundation of  the 
Parish is the human culture of  that Parish. 
Parish culture consists of  the values em-
braced by that human community. The 
culture is reflected in what is truly valued. 

Healthy and growing churches share 10 
common values:
n  Giving priority to the weekend
n  Hospitality
n  Uplifting Music
n  Christocentric and evangelical homilies
n  Meaningful community
n  Clear expectations
n  Strength-based ministry
n  Formation of  Small Communities
n  Experience of  the Holy Spirit

n  Becoming an inviting Parish.

Leadership Crisis in the Church 
Fr. Mallon believes that a second crisis 
in the Church is one of  leadership. He 
began to see clearly that much could be 
learned from the art of  leadership; being 
spiritual was not enough to bring about 
the renewal of  his Parish. He sought 
out the best leadership examples that 
Catholic and Protestant churches and 
the business world had to offer. 

Making a Difference   
Fr. Mallon says that when he stopped 
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Devine Renovation 

squirming before the Lord’s call, there 
is only one word to describe the calling 
he felt — passion! A passion to make 
a difference. A passion to help others 
to experience the love of  God in Jesus 
Christ the way he did. A deep passion 
and conviction that, if  only the world 
knew, heaven would truly come down 
to earth. 

Finally, Fr. Mallon says that Jesus prom-
ised that we would receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon us. That 
power is there for the asking — from 
the same Spirit that reminds us that we 
are the very mission of  Christ, the Spirit 
who brings a revolution of  lives. What a 
privilege to play a role in the renovation 
of  God’s Church!

The ST. MARK Evangelization Team is 
small but growing. Father Tuck Grinnell 

serves as our Advisor and Counselor and 
will be our Facilitator as we study and 
discuss the book. We are also pleased 
to have John Mitchell as our Guide and 
consultant. He is a member of  Bishop 
Burbidge’s Speakers Bureau and an ex-
pert in evangelization, missionary dis-
cipleship, and Parish renewal.

A planning meeting was held on Monday, 
January 14, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
The subsequent discussion group plans 
to begin meeting in late January and will 
meet every other week during February, 
March, and early April. The meetings 
are open to all people, both within and 
outside the Parish. 

To be a part of  the discussion group 
or for further information, please call 
Jerry Belt at 703-787-0511 or email him 
at JerBelt@aol.com.

Continued from page 1

ST. MARK Parishioners once again 
gave generously in a number of  
ways to help many people in need 

throughout the recent holiday season: 
n  The Thanksgiving Clothing Drive 
collected and distributed 18,000 pounds 
(9 tons) of  clothing to people in the 
community.  
n  The Blood Drive collected 27 pints 
of  blood.
n  The Giving Tree collected over 2,000 
gifts for 12 local organizations, as well as 
more than $13,000 in gift cards for these 
organizations.
n  Our Family Adoptions program col-
lected enough gifts and gift cards for about 
120 people:
 —10 families through our FamilyPASS 
program
 —5 families through ShelterHouse (for 
victims of  domestic violence)
 —5 families through Fairfax County 

 —60 Children through the Fairfax 
County Foster program
 —1 additional family that was referred 
to ST. MARK. 

In addition, another 15 large boxes of  
winter coats and blankets were collect-
ed AFTER the Thanksgiving Clothing 
Drive to help refugees in Syria through 
Fairfax County (https://novareliefcent-
er.org). We received the following letter 
of  thanks for this help for the refugees: 

“On behalf  of  NOVA Relief, I want to 
thank ST. MARK for your amazing gen-
erosity and support. ST. MARK seems 
to have been one of  our top drop-off  
locations this year. We cannot thank you 
enough. Just among the items I picked 
there were so many warm jackets and 
blankets that I soon stopped counting. 
Please convey our gratitude to the con-
gregation. We hope to be able to share 
some pictures and stories once the items 
are delivered to Northern Jordan.”

Parish Helps Meet Needs of Community  

The Resurrection Choir practices 
for its special ministry to provide 
beautiful sacred music for funeral 
Masses. 

Celebrating Faith and Family
Jerry Wilkowski and his clan of  27 recently gathered at ST. MARK for Mass. 
Present were his four children and 18 grandchildren. Todd and Heather 
Wilkowski and their four children live and attend Mass in Ohio. Courtney and 
Alex Diederich and their eight children live in Great Falls and attend Mass at 
OUR LADY OF HOPE. Kip and Julia Wilkowski and their two children live 
and attend Mass in Phoenix, Arizona. Stephanie and Nick Bollini and their 
four children live in Vienna and attend Mass at ST. MARK. 

Becoming Who We Are

C                      hoirs are an integral part of  
 the celebration of  the Liturgy 

at ST. MARK.  The Resurrection 
Choir provides a particularly loving 
service to bereaved families through 
their voices raised in praise and hope.

Resurrection Choir
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Parish Program Highlights Needs of Homeless Youth in County 
By Erin Spalding

Funeral Bakers Serve Bereaved Families   
By Mary Lou McIntye and Karen Jiron

Meghan Huebner, 
Second Story and 
Kathi Sheffel, FCPS 
Homeless Liaison

Erin Spalding

The ST. MARK Peace and Justice 
Committee recently held an 
event in the Msgr. Cassidy 

Activities Center to raise awareness 
of  the issue of  homeless youth in our 
community. Three speakers described 
organizations that aid these youth. 
Throughout the evening, ST. MARK 
parishioners were informed of  the 
realities that these children and teens 
face, as well as the organizations that 
aid them in Fairfax County. 

According to Forbes, Fairfax County is 
the third most affluent county in the 
United States, based on median income 
as of  2017. Despite this affluence, a 
portion of  the population is home-
less or living in poverty, and many are 
children. In 2017, 5.9 percent, or 1 in 
17, people in Fairfax County lived at or 
below the poverty line. At the national 
level, 7.1 percent, or 1 in 14, lived at or 
below the poverty line. 

I opened the evening by describing a doc-
umentary I made for my Girl Scout Gold 

Award about teen 
poverty and home-
lessness in Fairfax 
County. I made this 
video for people in 
my age group to in-
form them about the 
issue and show them 
how they can help 
their peers. There are 
also many organiza-

tions that work to combat homelessness 
in our community.

Kathi Sheffel of  the Fairfax County 
Public Schools (FCPS) Homeless 
Liaison Office described how the public 
school system aids homeless and impov-
erished youth with lunch and supplies 
programs. Once a student is classified as 
homeless, Fairfax County works to help 
these youth successfully complete high 
school and go on to college without 
questioning how the student came to be 
in this situation.

Meghan Huebner of  Second Story, 

formerly Alternative House, described 
the group’s programs for different age 
groups to help homeless teens and 
young adults in Fairfax County. There is 
a shelter where teens can get counseling, 
as well as help finding a stable home en-
vironment; other services are offered as 
well, including a hotline for teens in cri-
sis. Second Story has services for young 
mothers to help 
them find a job 
and learn to care 
for their children. 
The programs for 
young adults pro-
vide long-term 
housing and help 
with rent.

There are many 
ways to help the 
homeless youth, including through ST. 
MARK. Both FCPS and Second Story 
welcome donations and volunteers.

[Editor’s Note: Erin’s documentary can be 
viewed on the ST. MARK website at “Service”.]

F or grieving families, simple 
acts of  kindness and concern 
can mean a great deal. The ST. 

MARK Bakers for Funeral Receptions 
is a behind-the-scenes ministry that has 
served these families and the Parish for 
nearly 20 years.

Currently, about 95 bakers volunteer 
their time and talents for this ministry.
Typically, each baker is called once or 
twice in a six-month period, depend-
ing on how often receptions are sched-
uled. We have many funerals scheduled, 
but not all receptions take place at ST. 
MARK for various reasons. A family 
may prefer to have a reception at home 
or at a restaurant; sometimes, the Msgr. 
Cassidy Activities Center where all re-
ceptions are held is not available due to 
previously scheduled activities.  
Through December 19, the Funeral 
Bakers Ministry has served 20 recep-
tions in 2018. 
This ministry does not conduct meet-
ings; it serves when called. The group 

is blessed with many vol-
unteer bakers. They 
participate when they are 
available; they are not re-
quired to help at every 
reception. When a need 
for volunteers arises, the 
Funeral Bakers Ministry 
calls from our list of  vol-
unteers to provide cookies, 
cakes, and other desserts 
for the upcoming recep-
tion. The bakers may have 
from two days to one 
week’s notice. They 
prepare their tasty 
desserts in their own 
homes and deliver 
them to ST. MARK 
for the Reception 
Committee to arrange 
on the Parish’s own 
platters and displays.
The following comments from be-
reaved families and guests reflect how 
meaningful this ministry is to them.

n “Thank you for all 
the delicious cookies 
and willing hands at the 
reception... May you 
all be blessed for your 
service.”

n “I can’t believe that 
someone would bake 
for a person they didn’t 
know.”

n  “I was overwhelmed, 
as were the attendees 
at the beautiful way 
everything was con-
ducted. I was blown 
away  w h e n  t h e y 
opened the door to 
see everything set up 
at the reception the 
way it was.”

If  you are interested 
in joining our ministry, please contact 
Karen Jiron at 703-938-9615 or Mary 
Lou McIntire at 703-938-4276.
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Prior to the liturgical reform of  
Vatican II, the Gospels for Sunday 
Mass were almost always from the 

Book of  Matthew. To encourage under-
standing of  the unique way that the three 
other Evangelists present Jesus’s life and 
teaching, the Council introduced a three-
year sequence of  Sunday Gospel read-
ings. Cycle A would be from Matthew, 
Cycle B would be from Mark, and Cycle 
C would be from Luke. Although a spe-
cific cycle was not assigned for John, his 
Gospel would generally be read on the 
Sundays of  LENT and the EASTER 
Season in each of  the three cycles. Also, 
in Cycle B, there would be a five-week 
series of  texts from Chapter 6 of  John’s 
Gospel, presenting Jesus’s teaching on 
the EUCHARIST.  

We entered Cycle C on the first Sunday of  
Advent. Learning about the background, 
literary features, and theology of  Luke’s 
Gospel can enrich our experience of  hear-
ing the Sunday Gospels this year.  

The Beauty of Luke’s Gospel  
Each of  the Gospels offers a unique, but 
complementary, perspective of  Jesus’s life 
and teaching. Most Christians are likely to 
find Luke their “favorite” Gospel. Many 
profound and touching parables are found 
here, including the Good Samaritan, the 
Prodigal Son, and the Pharisee and the 
Publican. These parables continue to speak 
clearly in all times and cultures. Luke’s 
magnificent hymns-—the Benedictus, the 
Magnificat, and the Nunc Dimittis—touch 
the very heart of  lives as they speak of  
how God has acted in the past and how 
He continues to work in our lives.  
New Testament scholar, Felix Just, argues 
that the Gospel of  Luke can be character-
ized as follows: 
n  The Gospel of Prayer, because it focuses 
heavily on blessing, praising, repenting, and 
giving thanks. Jesus is constantly in prayer, 
especially before the major events in His 
life—including His Baptism, the selection 
of  the Apostles, the Transfiguration, and 
His agony in the garden. 

n  The Gospel of Hospitality, because Luke 
describes 17 meals in which Jesus shares a 
meal and important teaching with others, 
often with sinners! Reminding us of  the 
meaning of  the EUCHARIST today, Luke 
highlights that the disciples at Emmaus 

recognized the risen Jesus in the “breaking 
of  the bread,” the Scriptural term for the 
EUCHARIST.  

n  The Gospel of the Holy Spirit, because 
the Holy Spirit plays the vital role in 
directing and inspiring Jesus and those 
near Him.   

n  The Gospel of Salvation for All, because 
Luke emphasizes that Jesus welcomes all 
into His kingdom—Jews and Gentiles, 
rich and poor, men and women, and 
righteous and sinners.

Relationship of Luke’s Gospel 
and the Acts of the Apostles 
Luke is the first volume of  a combined 
work, often termed “Luke-Acts.” This 
larger work makes up slightly more than 
one-fourth of  the entire New Testament. 
Each of  the books is dedicated to 
“Theophilus”, a name translated as “God 
Lover”. (It is unclear if  Theophilus was 
an individual, such as the patron who sup-
ported the composition of  the text, or if  
this is a generic term referring to anyone 
who loves God). Each book contains 
an account of  the Ascension. So, too, in 
Acts we find the Apostles engaging in the 
same sort of  activities as Jesus Himself; 
for example, Stephen forgiving those who 
were stoning him to death just as Jesus 
had forgiven those who crucified Him. 
Both books are built around a journey. 
The goal of  Jesus’s journey is Jerusalem. 
The goal of  Paul’s journey in Acts is 
Rome. The Gospel of  Luke begins in 
the Roman world, moves to Galilee, and 
then to Jerusalem. In Acts, the story of  
the Church begins in Jerusalem, moves to 
Israel, and advances to Rome itself.

Sources for Luke’s Gospel  
Scholars generally believe that the Gospel 
of  Mark is older than that of  Luke and 
that Luke relied heavily on it as he put 
together his own account. About 84 per-
cent of  Luke’s Gospel is identical to the 
text in Mark. Luke made some interesting 
changes to Mark’s text, including improv-
ing the Greek, eliminating redundancies, 
correcting some slight geographic and 
historical errors, adding a genealogy and 
an Infancy narrative, sketching out a long 
section describing Jesus’s preaching on 
His way to Jerusalem, and adding several 
post-Resurrection accounts. Luke is also 
much gentler in his descriptions of  the 

Apostles than is Mark, and he softens 
the descriptions of  Jesus’s expressions 
of  emotion.

Matthew and Luke have some informa-
tion in common but absent from Mark. 
Many believe that Luke and Matthew 
may each have had access to a written 
document, termed “Q”, which was una-
vailable to Mark. Q has not been found, 
although it may be that it is entirely 
contained in what is now Matthew’s 
Gospel. Luke also seems to have had 
some background materials that are 
unique to his Gospel; these include his 
magnificent parables and hymns. For his 
Old Testament references, Luke used the 
Septuagint, the Greek translation of  the 
Old Testament. 

Authorship   
The Gospels do not have a byline 
identifying their human authors. The 
Fathers of  the Church at least as far back 
as Irenaeus, who died in 135 AD, have 
consistently ascribed the Gospel and 
Acts to a second-generation Christian 
named “Luke”. Tradition has it that 
Luke was a physician. It is assumed that 
Luke was also a companion of  Paul; in 
the Acts of  the Apostles, the author oc-
casionally refers to “we” in describing the 
activities of  Paul and his companions. 
Luke himself  does not seem to have 
been an Apostle; he mentions that his 
activity as an author was redacting and 
systematizing first-hand accounts of  
Jesus’s activities. It is unclear whether he 
was a Gentile or possibly a Hellenized 
Jew, like Paul. Luke was very aware of  
Jewish customs.

The exact year in which the Gospel was 
written is not known; it is assumed to be 
between the mid-60s and 80 AD. The text 
seems to have been written with a Greco-
Roman audience in mind. His use of  koine 
Greek in writing his Gospel is of  the high-
est literary quality in the New Testament.

Theological Themes  
Four important theological themes are 
found in Luke:

n  The Key Role of  Women: Luke calls 
attention to women. His genealogy of  
Jesus run through Mary; in Matthew, the 
family tree is through Joseph’s lineage.

Luke tells the story of  the Nativity from 

The Gospel of Luke: Celebrating the Lord’s Kindness  
By Deacon John Allen
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Catechists Honored at 
Diocesan Ceremony 

ST. MARK is blessed with ded-
icated Religious Education 
Volunteer Catechists who 

teach Parish youth about the Faith. 

The Diocesan Youth Office held 
its annual awards ceremony at ST. 
JOSEPH in Herndon on December 
11. For 15 years, this event has hon-
ored volunteers for their special ser-
vice. The event began with Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Burbidge, fol-
lowed by dinner and the ceremony.  

This year’s recipient of  the Volunteer 
of  the Year Award for ST. MARK 
was Walter Gawlek. Past recipients 
include Brian Porter, Kathy Sullivan, 
and Jessica Ng. 

Mary’s perspective. Women play major 
roles, such as the widow of  Nain, the 
woman who anointed Jesus’s feet in an-
ticipation of  His burial, the Mary-Martha 
incident, and Jesus’s comments to the 
women of  Jerusalem on His way to the 
cross. The witnesses to the Crucifixion are 
mostly women, and women are the first 
to go to Jesus’s grave on Easter morning.  

n  Jesus Came for Everyone: Jesus is 
gracious to all—sinners, pagan Romans, 
lepers, and even Samaritans! Interestingly, 
while Matthew begins Jesus’s genealogy 
with Abraham, the Father of  the Jews, 
Luke begins it with Adam, the Father of  
all mankind.

n  A Focus on the Holy Spirit: The Holy 
Spirit is present from the very beginning of  
Luke: Zechariah prophesies that the Holy 
Spirit will fill John the 
Baptist, Gabriel tells 
Mary that she will con-
ceive a Son through 
the Holy Spirit, and 
Elizabeth tells Mary 
that she is filled with 
the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is preva-
lent in the Acts of  the 
Apostles, for example, 
in presenting the re-
sults of  the Council 
of  Jerusalem, the let-
ter from the Apostles 
to Antioch states, “It 
seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit and to us”.   

n  The contrast of  
wealth and poverty: 
Wealth and self-suffi-
ciency are contrasted 
with poverty and re-
liance on God. This 
theme pervades the 
Magnificat, where the 
wealthy go away empty, while the poor are 
exalted. The parable of  Lazarus reclining 
after death on the bosom of  Abraham 
contrasts him with the now-dead rich 
man at whose doorstep Lazarus had lain 
in misery. 

Getting More from   
the Sunday Gospel?   
In the Mass, we are formed both by Jesus’ 
presence in the EUCHARIST and by His 
Word in Scripture. Great honor is given 
to the Book of  the Gospels, especially at 

Sunday Mass. It is elevated and carried 
into the Church in joyful procession led 
by two candles and the Cross, placed at 
the center of  the Altar, raised high for 
all to venerate, carried solemnly to the 
Ambo, and kissed by the Bishop, priest, 
or deacon after the Gospel is proclaimed. 
The Scriptural Readings of  the day are 
at the heart of  the homily.

Several activities might help the Mass 
readings to shape our lives more fully.  

n  Take an hour or two this year to read 
the text of  Luke’s Gospel for the cycle 
cover-to-cover to get an overall sense of  
how the Evangelist is telling the story of  
Jesus. Before Sunday Mass, possibly sev-
eral days before, it is helpful to read the 
Gospel for the day—for that matter, all 
of  the Scripture passages for the day—in 
advance of  hearing the proclamation at 

Mass, and to begin 
thinking about it and 
meditating on it, ask-
ing what the Lord 
wants to tell us about 
our own lives in this 
passage.  

n  Read a commentary 
on the Scriptural pas-
sage. There is a univer-
sality of  the message, 
especially in Luke, 
where the parables 
speak so eloquently 
across cultures and 
ages. Nevertheless, the 
texts of  the Bible were 
written thousands of  
years ago in a cultural 
context very unlike 
our own. Scripture 
scholars spend their 
academic lives trying 
to understand the 
original meaning of  
the texts and share 

this knowledge to us though commentaries. 
Reviewing a commentary can clarify the text 
or shine a light on its underlying meaning.

n  Finally, it is helpful to participate is a 
Scripture study or faith-sharing group to 
reflect on God’s word and what it means 
in our lives. We are blessed at ST. MARK 
to have several such groups, such as 
Little Rock and the Small Communities 
of  Faith. These groups welcome all to 
break open the Word in union with fel-
low believers.

Mary’s Magnificat 
Mary said: “My soul proclaims the great-
ness of  the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God 
my savior. for He has looked upon his lowly 
servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and 
holy is His Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him in every 
generation.
He has shown the strength of  his arm, and has 
scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones 
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, and 
the rich He has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of  His servant Israel 
for He remembered His promise of  mercy, the 
promise He made to our fathers, to Abraham 
and his children for ever.”

Luke 1:46-55 

Connie O’Connor

Continued from page 4

Walter Gawlak

Bill Spalding
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listening session for him to hear what 
Parishioners wanted to say. Ms. Ellen 
Murphy of  the Counseling Center 
moderated both sessions. The second 
session was to be directed toward rec-
ommending changes. Parishioners at 
both sessions were invited to speak, and 
many expressed disappointment, anger, 
and frustration at the situation and the 
leadership of  the Church. A few made 
recommendations. At the second meet-
ing, there was a sign-up sheet for volun-
teers to work on follow-up efforts. 

ST. THOMAS á BECKET   
“Separating Fact From Fiction in the 
Sexual Abuse Crisis” was the title of  a 
discussion led by Fr. Gerard McGlone, 
S.J., at ST. THOMAS á BECKET in 
Reston. Fr. McGlone has spent 30  
years as a psychotherapist. He has been 
on the faculty of  the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome. He is cur-
rently the Associate Director for the 
Protection of  Minors for an organ-
ization of  Catholic men’s religious 
institutes.

He began by telling us that he also 
brings the perspective of  a victim of  
abuse, having been abused by another 
Jesuit while he was in Jesuit formation. 
He was very intense in describing the 
hurt, anger, and frustration of  so many 
Catholics. He said that we should be 
marching in the streets to express our 
feelings to our Church leaders. He de-
scribed the situation as the Holy Spirit 
leading the Church where it does not 
want to go. Several times he described 
the Faithful as experiencing what Mary 
and the other women experienced at the 
Foot of  the Cross. He said that at the 
Crucifixion the men ran away from the 
Foot of  the Cross but that the women 
stayed faithful.

He described how the U.S. Bishops in 
2002 created a charter for how Dioceses 
would protect children and how they 
should treat accusations against priests. 
They were advised to include a char-
ter for how Bishops should be held ac-
countable. The Bishops chose not to do 
so. Their inaction has brought about the 
current crisis. 

Father McGlone said, “Something is go-
ing on in a Church society that does not 

value women and children”. This prob-
lem exists worldwide. He also spoke of  
the need for significant change in the 
way men are screened and selected to 
become Bishops.

When asked what we can do, he re-
sponded that we need to Become the 
People of  God. The members of  the 
laity are the Church. We need to come 
forward. We need to channel our hurt 
and disappointment. We must not fear 
the future. This is living at the foot of  
the cross. We must then move from the 
foot of  the cross to the Upper Room 
where fearful, worried people became 
witnesses for Christ. 

Reporting on Discussions about the Sexual Abuse Crisis 
By Paul Braun

I recently attended four discussion 
meetings concerning the turbulence 
due to the clerical sex abuse and the 

leadership’s handling of  the crisis. My 
recollection of  those meetings follows. 

The Catholic University of America  
The first meeting was a panel titled 
the “Church in Crisis” at the Catholic 
University of  America. The pan-
el focused on healing and strengthen-
ing trust between Laity and Church 
Leadership. The panel members were 
Andrew Abela, Provost of  the Catholic 
University; Mary Leary, Professor of  
Law of  the Columbus School of  Law; 
and Susan Timoney, Associate Dean of  
Undergraduate Studies and Professor 
of  Practice in the School of  Theology 
and Religious Studies.

There was widespread anger and deep 
frustration with the leadership of  the 
Church for tolerating the clerical sexual 
abuse and covering up clerical criminal be-
havior. Some participants suggested areas 
to study and improve:

n  Improving seminary formation to in-
sure the healthy psycho-sexual develop-
ment of  future priests

n  Changing the way clergy are assigned 
to Dioceses and Parishes

n  Requiring some form of  accountabil-
ity for Bishops. 

Mary Leary compared the Church’s situ-
ation to that of  a major U.S. corporation 
whose malfeasance had caused substan-
tial distrust among its customers, share-
holders, and suppliers. That corporate 
board of  directors would make a real 
commitment to find the cause of  the 
mistrust and commit to taking action to 
rebuild trust. It then would hire an inde-
pendent law or consulting firm to inves-
tigate the situation and recommend ac-
tions to improve. Most important, that 
corporation would accept the recom-
mendations and enact the reforms. The 
leadership of  the Catholic Church has 
not discussed such an approach, to the 
best of  anyone’s knowledge.

ST. MARK Listening Session  
The second and third meetings I at-
tended were held at ST. MARK. Father 
Pat described the first meeting as a 

February 3 Feast of the   
Presentation of the Lord   
By Mark Fisk

When the days were completed for their purification 
according to the law of  Moses, Mary and Joseph 
took Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord, just as it is written in the law of  the Lord… 
[Luke 2:22-23] 

Centuries earlier, a woman named Hannah, 
who was barren, prayed to God to grant her 
a son. She promised that, if  He granted her 
prayer, she would return the child to His ser-
vice. God heard her prayer. When her young 
son Samuel was weaned, she brought him to 
the Temple and gave him into the care of  
the high priest. He lived a long life of  service 
to God and played a key role in Israel’s tran-
sition to a nation ruled by a king. 

This Feast — midway between 
CHRISTMAS and EASTER — completes 
the sequence of  events that we celebrated 
at CHRISTMAS with the birth of  the King 
and begins to prepare us for Holy Week. It 
is also called Candlemas because candles are 
blessed on this day when the Light of  God 
was seen. 

In accordance with Jewish law, Mary and 
Joseph brought the infant Jesus to the tem-
ple 40 days after His birth; they also brought 
the prescribed donation for poor people of  
two turtledoves. There is a marked incon-
gruity in their actions; Jewish mothers who 
had given birth went through a ritual puri-
fication; the sinless and immaculate Virgin 
Mary submitted to this requirement. By 
their actions, Mary and Joseph fulfilled the 
prophecy of  Malachi (3:1) that God would 
return to dwell again among His people. 
The Temple, however, would no longer be 
God’s true dwelling place. He had chosen to 
live among His people directly.  

We need to 
channel our 
hurt and 
disappointment.

n

We must not 
fear the future. 
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The M&Ms have enjoyed many ac-
tivities recently, including a coffee 

social after the 9:15 a.m. Mass; a tour 
and Christmas luncheon at the historic 
DACOR Bacon House in Washington, 
DC; a tour of  the White House; and an 
annual Christmas dinner party. 

ST. MARK held its annual Guadalupe 
Festival on Wednesday, December 

12. The festivities began with Mass 
at 6:00 p.m., celebrated by Fr. Tuck 
Grinnell. After Mass, people gathered 
for the Family Fiesta in the Msgr. Cassidy 
Activities Center. All enjoyed Mexican 
food, festive decorations, and mariachi 
music. 
The Festival commemorates the appari-
tion of  the Blessed Mother to a humble 
peasant, Juan Diego, in 1531. The dom-
inant religion of  the people was Aztec; 
50,000 to 70,000 people were sacrificed 
in the pagan rituals each year. Within a 
decade after Mary’s apparition, nine mil-
lion Aztecs had become Christian, and 
human sacrifice had ended. 

Parish Votes for New Pastoral Council Members 
Elected to the Pastoral Council are Karen Asta, Amanda 
Bradley, Andrea Kramer, and Elizabeth Peters. New of-
ficers for the Council will be elected at the Annual January 
Retreat.

 

 
NEW PARISHIONERS 

ST. MARK welcomes the following new  
Parishioners to our Parish family:
Nana and Peggy Amoakohene 
Justin and Gabrielle Harrison 
John Power and Lyda Zalucky 

Daniel and Ann Warcholak

BAPTISM  
Dominic Ignatius Brunner

Yves Frances Domin
Scarlett Lillian Emery

Oliver Charles Hadinger

DEATHS
The following Parishioners entered  

into eternal life:  
Lawrence Cresce 

Helen McClafferty
Rosy Turner 

Fred Heinzelmann 
Roy Schmidt  
John Chenard 

Ernesto Solano  
Wally Mack  

Baby Charlie Long 
Patricia Pastore 

Maneline is the publication of  ST. 
MARK Catholic Community, 9970 
Vale Road, Vienna, VA 22181. It is 
published nine times a year, with a 
January/February issue, a June/July 

issue, and an August/September 
issue.  Individuals wishing to submit 
articles should contact a member of  

the editorial team. 

Editors:  
Mary Fisk:   
maryfisk2@gmail.com

Ann Ramish:   
ramishteam@outlook.com

Artist: Susan Scanlon:   
TSMosaics@hotmail.com

Milestones

ANNUAL FESTIVAL HONORS  

Our Lady of Guadalupe

M&Ms Enjoy Busy Month
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Mark Your Calendar

12 Respect Life Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
17 Second Sustenance Sandwich Making 9:30 a.m. 
 Christ House Food Delivery 10:00 a.m. 
18 Youth Ministry Ski Trip 6:30 a.m.
20 ST. MARK School Open House 6:30 p.m. 
24 EUCHARIST Workshop 2:00 p.m.

February

1 First Friday EUCHARISTIC Adoration opens  
  10:00 a.m. 

7 First PENANCE Parent Meeting 7:00 p.m.
 Embry Rucker Food Delivery 9:00 a.m. 
10 Donut Sunday after 8: 15 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Masses 
 Youth and Family Mass 6:00 p.m.


