
Church, may not have been exaggerating 
when he described the Gospel of  Matthew 
as “the most important book in the world”. 

The Gospel of  Matthew seems to have 
been written sometime in the 80s, after 
the destruction of  the Temple by the 
Romans and after the ostracism of  Jewish 
Christians from Jewish religious services. 
Although the early Church Fathers as-
sumed that Matthew’s Gospel was com-
posed before the others, Scripture schol-
ars now generally feel that Mark’s Gospel 
is somewhat older (perhaps by 10 or so 
years), with Matthew and Luke borrowing 
heavily from it in their accounts.  

The Author of Matthew  
We do not know for certain who actually 
composed the text. In the early part of  
the second century, Irenaeus attributed 
it to the Apostle Matthew. It is believed 
that the author was a highly educated 
convert from Judaism, since he seems 
to have been intimately familiar with 
Palestinian geography and Jewish customs 
and laws. It is assumed that the text was 
written for an early Christian community 
that was primarily Jewish in composition. 
Matthew, for example, reports Jesus’s 
ancestry from Abraham, the Father of  
Judaism, whereas Luke, writing for a 
Gentile audience, begins his genealogy 
with Adam, the father of  all humankind.)  

The text is written in a very literate style 
and is composed in koine Greek, the lingua 
franca of  the eastern part of  the Roman 

“God is  
with us”  

(Mt: 1:23)

Continued on page 2

From the beginning of  ADVENT 
2019 until the Solemnity of  
Christ the King 2020, which ends 

the Church Year, most of  the Gospels 
for the Sunday Masses come from the 
Book of  Matthew. Although each of  
the four Evangelists affirms the same 
Jesus Christ as Savior, they do so in 
somewhat different ways. They differ 
in terms of  theological emphases, writ-
ing style, and audiences for whom they 
write. Recognizing some of  the distinc-
tive features of  the Gospel according to 
Matthew will enhance our appreciation 
of  it as we listen again to his message 
of  salvation.  

The Preeminence of Matthew   
Among the four Gospels, Matthew’s is 
preeminent for many reasons. 

n  It contains the fullest account of  Jesus’ 
teaching and activity. 

n  It particularly highlights how the New 
Testament fulfills the Old Testament. 

n  It is the Gospel most often used in 
the liturgy. 

n  It is also the Gospel most frequently 
referenced by the Fathers of  the Church 
in their own writings. By far, more com-
mentaries were written on Matthew than 
on the other three. 

n  It was used especially in the Early 
Church for instruction of  those who 
wished to join the Church. 

n  Among the Gospels, it is the one that 
draws special attention to Peter as leader 
of  the Apostles and ultimately as head 
of  the Church. In fact, Matthew is only 
the Gospel to use the term “Church”.

In short, Irenaeus, one of  the earliest and 
most prominent of  the Fathers of  the 
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 The Book of Matthew:  The Preeminent Gospel
 By Deacon John Allen

Empire. Interestingly, Matthew, like Paul, 
tended to cite the Septuagint version 
of  the Old Testament rather than the 
Hebrew one. (It should be remembered 
that most Jews at that time lived in the 
diaspora and did not understand Hebrew, 
so they read the Scriptures in Greek.) It is 
unknown where the Gospel was written. 
Some scholars think it may have been in 
Antioch, but this is speculative.  

Sources for Matthew  
As noted, Matthew seems to have based 
much of  his Gospel on the earlier text by 
Mark; in fact, fully 92 percent of  Mark’s 
Gospel is contained in Matthew. Matthew 
and Luke may also include sections from 
a now-lost written collection of  Jesus’s 
sayings called “Q”, short for the German 
word “Quelle”, a term that simply means 
“source”. Finally, Matthew may have re-
lied on some other material that was 
unique to him, since some of  the content 
of  his Gospel is not related to the texts in 
Mark or Luke (such as the discussion of  
the dream of  Pilate’s wife in the account 
of  Jesus’s passion).   

Literary Devices  
Among the interesting literary devices 
that Matthew employs is a “theology 
of  place” — where events occurred is 
related to their meaning. Jesus tends to 
teach from a mountain. The desert is the 
venue for repentance and inspiration. The 
sea is a place that demons and evil spirits 
inhabit.  Most important, Matthew uses 
the Greek word for road or way, “hodos”, 
in a symbolic way.  Being “on the road” 
often reflects one’s conversion to the 
faith. Before followers of  Jesus were 
termed “Christians”, in fact, they were 
labeled as following “the Way”.

Matthew “improved” on Mark’s text in 



2

defend the dignity and the sanctity of  
every human life….  When we see the 
image of  a baby in the womb, we glimpse 
the majesty of  God’s creation. When we 
hold a newborn in our arms, we know 
the endless love that each child brings to 
a family. When we watch a child grow, 
we see the splendor that radiates from 
each human soul. One life changes the 
world…. and from the first day in office, 
I have taken historic action to support 
America’s families and to protect the un-
born…. Together, we are the voice for 
the voiceless.

“To all the women here today, your 
devotion and your leadership uplifts 
our entire nation and we thank you 
for that…. You stand for life each and 
every day. You provide housing, edu-
cation, jobs, and medical care to the 
women that you serve. You find lov-
ing families for children in need of  a 
forever home. You host baby showers 
for expecting moms. You just make 

  The Book of Matthew:  The Preeminent Gospel

several ways. His writing style was more 
polished. He streamlined the text by elimi-
nating redundancies in Mark’s descriptions. 
He also corrected a few of  Mark’s errors 
in history and geography. 

Although Mark is written in a lively tense 
called the “historical present”, Matthew 
used all of  the verb tenses. Matthew re-
veals a proclivity for use of  pairs, such as 
“two blind men”; “two donkeys” to bear 
Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday; and 
two demoniacs. Other features in Matthew 
are the unique genealogy of  Jesus; the visit 
of  the Magi; the flight into Egypt; and 
parables, such as the hidden treasure, the 
pearl of  great price, and the dragnet cast 
into the sea.

Theological Themes  
Space does not permit a discussion of  the 
key theological themes in Matthew, but 
two should be mentioned briefly. Matthew 
emphasizes that Jesus is the fulfillment of  the 
Old Testament prophecies. Again and again, 
we read in Matthew that something was 
said or done; “this was to fulfill what was 
spoken” in the Old Testament. There are 
60 instances in Matthew using the phrase 
“This was to fulfill what was spoken…” 
or similar words. Jesus is especially pre-
sented as the new Moses. There are five 
major sermons in Matthew, likely remi-
niscent of  the five books of  the Torah. 
These sermons are each set apart from 
the following text by using the words, 

“When Jesus had finished….”  

Matthew clearly emphasizes the superi-
ority of  Jesus to Moses. For example, in 
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus quotes 
Moses’s commands by saying “You have 
heard that it was said, but I say….” 

Finally, Matthew highlights Jesus’s abiding 
presence with us in the Church. At the 
beginning of  his Gospel, Matthew cites 
the prophecy in Isaiah: “The virgin will 
conceive a child!  She will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Emmanuel, which means 
‘God is with us’ ” (Mt: 1:23).  Our Lord’s 
final words at His Ascension remind the 
Disciples and us today: “I am with you 
always, even unto the end of  the world”.    

Continued from page 1

 ST. MARK Participates in the 2020 March for Life 
 By Maureen Barrett

On January 24, ST. MARK Pro-
Lifers started the morning 
with Mass at 9:15 a.m., fol-

lowed by a continental breakfast in the 
Msgr. Cassidy Activities Center. The 
bus we shared with ST. BRIDGET 
of  IRELAND parish arrived around 
11:00 a.m. We boarded the bus and 
headed to the March for Life. During 
the ride, Father Paul Grankauskas led 
us in the Rosary. We got off  the bus 
at 17th Street NW, and Constitution 
Avenue and took a group picture. We 
walked to 16th Street NW, where we 
were stopped by police to allow the 
President’s motorcade to pass in front 
of  us. President Trump waved to us. 
We joined the crowd on the Mall to lis-
ten to the President and other speakers.

This is the first time any U.S. president 
has attended the March for Life, which 
is the largest annual human rights dem-
onstration in the world. Here are some 
excerpts from President Trump’s speech.

“It is my profound honor to be the first 
President in history to attend the March 
for Life. We are here for a very sim-
ple reason: to defend the right of  every 
child, born and unborn, to fulfill their 
God-given potential…. All of  us here 
understand an eternal truth: Every child 
is a precious and sacred gift from God. 
Together, we must protect, cherish, and 

it your life’s mission to help spread 
God’s grace.”

The actual March up Constitution Avenue 
to the Supreme Court started late. This 
might have been due to the crowd, which 
sources estimated to be between 200,000 
and 500,000 people, most of  whom were 
young people from across America.

Due to this late start, only some of  us 
made it to the Supreme Court, where we 
hope the Justices will one day end fed-
erally sanctioned abortion. We all met at 
our bus by 4:00 p.m. and were back at 
ST. MARK by 5:00 p.m.

Exposition of the   
Blessed Sacrament  
The March for Life has been held for 47 
years, and many of  the people who have 
marched in the earlier years are no long-
er able to do so. Others joined in the re-
quest of  the Pro-Life Committee to have 
Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament from 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. for those people 
who wanted to continue to support the 
March in prayer. Eighteen people took ad-
vantage of  this. We thank all of  those who 
participated in this year’s March and who 
supported us in prayer. We hope this may 
be the last year we need to March for Life. 

Meanwhile, thank you to everyone in 
the second Virginia March for Life on 
February 13, 2020.

We thank all of  those who 
participated in this year’s 
March and who supported 

us in prayer. 
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Pro-Life Committee Sponsors Movie, Unplanned

January 24   
The actual March occurred on Friday 
as the eager participants assembled 
around 12th Street, NW, on the National 
Mall for a Rally, before they began the 
March on Constitution Avenue to the 
U.S. Capitol and the Supreme Court. 
They had the opportunity to listen to 
Silent No More testimonies given out-
side the U.S. Supreme Court, as well as 
to advocate for life by visiting the of-
fices of  Senators and Representatives. 

Some ST. MARK members began the 
day with Mass at 9:15 a.m., followed 
by a light breakfast. They then shared a 
bus with ST. BRIDGET of  IRELAND 
Parish and Pastor Rev. Paul Grankauskas. 
Others traveled by car or metro. 

The Youth events included the Life is Very 
Good Evening of  Prayer at George Mason 
University on January 23 and a Rally and 
Mass on January 24. ST. MARK youth 
carpooled, coordinated by Kevin Flores. 

Members of  ST. MARK and 
ST. BRIDGET of  IRELAND 
joined the hundreds of  thou-

sands of  people of  all ages and many 
faiths who gathered in Washington, 
DC, for the 2020 March for Life. The 
theme of  this year’s March was “Life 
Empowers: Pro-Life Is Pro-Woman”. 

January 22  
The event extended over several days, 
beginning on Wednesday, January 22, 
with a Pro-Life Candlelight Prayer Vigil 
on the steps of  the U.S. Supreme Court 
building. The interdenominational 
Vigil was sponsored by Priests for Life. 

January 23  
On January 23, the numerous events in-
cluded an Anglicans for Life Summit; an 
Evangelicals for Life Summit; a peace-
ful protest at Planned Parenthood in 
Washington, DC; a March for Life 
Conference and Expo; and the Law of  
Life Summit. The Basilica fo the Shrine 
of  the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
hosted a two-day National Prayer 
Vigil for Life, starting Thursday at 10 
a.m. and ending with Mass on Friday, 
January 24, at 7:30 a.m. The principal 
Celebrant and Homilist at the closing 
Mass was Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, 
Archdiocese for the Military Services. 

March Features an Array of Events over Three Days

To prepare for the Parish’s participation in the March, the ST. MARK Pro-Life Committee sponsored 

the showing of the powerful pro-life movie, Unplanned, on Friday, January 17, in the Msgr. Cassidy 

Activities Center. The movie relates the experiences of Abby Johnson, one of the youngest Planned 

Parenthood clinic directors in the nation, who was involved in more than 22,000 abortions. It explores 

her journey to become a leading critic of Planned Parenthood and a passionate advocate of life.  

The Marchers gather near the U.S. Supreme Court building.

The Marchers prepare  
to set out on the march 
up Constitution Avenue.
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As we prepare for the Lenten 
Season, we could consider of-
fering our prayers, fasting, and 

almsgiving for the Suffering Church 
around the world. The persecution of  
Christians is rising alarmingly; Pope 
Francis has stated that the threats to 
Christians exceed those in the early days 
of  the Church. According to Aid to 
the Church in Need (ACN), some 300 
million Christians suffer persecution; 
one in seven Christians lives in a coun-
try where some form of  persecution 
is present. The Pew Research Center 
has reported that 2014, the number of  
such countries was 108 but that it had 
grown to 143 in 2017. The countries 

showing the sharpest rates of  increase 
are in East and South Asia, especially 
China, India, Myanmar, Pakistan, and 
North Korea. 

ACN works to meet the pastoral needs 
of  the suffering and persecuted Church 
through more than 5,000 projects in 
more than 145 countries. The organiza-
tion began in 1947 with the efforts of  a 
Norbentine priest, Fr. Werenfried van 
Staaten; he focused on meeting the mate-
rial and spiritual needs of  the victims of  
World War II, especially in Communist 
countries. Pope John XXIII asked him 
to expand his ministry to include Latin 
America in 1962, and the organization’s 

reach is now global. Pope Benedict elevat-
ed the group to the status of  a Pontifical 
Foundation in 2011. Pope Francis con-
tinues to provide Papal support to this 
important work to help the persecuted 
Church. 

To document the attacks on religious 
freedom, ACN has published two bien-
nial reports, “Religious Freedom in the 
World” and “Persecuted & Forgotten?” 
The reports examine the conditions in 
196 countries. Another group, Open 
Doors, estimates that more than 4,000 
Christians were killed for their Faith in 
2018; at least 11 Christians are killed every 
day in the 50 worst-offending countries.  

  Praying for the Suffering and Persecuted Church Around the World 
 By Mary Fisk

n Therese Hapangala, Democratic Republic 
of  Congo, January 2018 
n  Fr. Tony Mukomba, Malawi, January 2018
n  Fr. Ivan Jaimes and Fr. Germain Muniz 
Garcia, Mexico, February 2018 
n Fr. Alain-Florent Gandoulou, Germany, 
February 2018 
n Fr. Walter Vasquez, El Salvador March 2018 
n Fr. Florent Tulantshiedi, Democratic 
Republic of  Congo, March 2018 
n Fr. Tienne Nsengiyumva, Democratic 
Republic of  Congo, April 2018 
n Fr. Mark Ventura, Philippines, April 2018
n Fr. Daniel-Bernadin Brou Aka, Côte 
d’Ivoire, April 2018 
n 16 Faithful killed by terrorists in Nigeria, 
April 2018

Following is a list of a few of the religious and lay people who were martyred 
in 2018-19. Others have been kidnapped and remain missing:

n Faithful killed in attacks on three churches, 
Indonesia, May 2018
n Fr. Albert Tournoulale-Baba and 15 
Parishioners, Central African Republic, 
May 2018 
n Fr. Richmond Nilo, Philippines, June 2019 
n Fr. Iraluis Garcia Escobar, Venezuela, 
July 2018 
n Fr. John Garcia Jaramillo, Colombia, July 
2018 
n Fr. Carlos Riudavets Montes, Peru, August 
2018 
n Fr. Arturo Pozo Sampaz, Ecuador, October 2018
n Fr. Cosmos Omboto Ondan, Cameroon, 
November 2018
n Fr. Victor Luke Odhiambo, South Sudan, 
November 2018 

n Abbe Blaise Mada and 42 Parishioners, 
Central African Republic, November 2018 
n Fr. Clement Ugwu, Nigeria, March 2019 
n Faithful killed in EASTER Sunday at-
tacks, Sri Lanka, April 2019 
n Fr. Simeon Yampa, Burkina Faso, May 
2019
n 10 Faithful killed by terrorists, Burkina 
Faso, May 2019
n Fr. David Tanko, Nigeria, August 2019 
n Fr. Paul Offu, Nigeria, August 2019  
n Fr. Jose Martin Guzman Vega, Mexico, 
August 2019  
n Fr. Louis Odudo, Nigeria, September 
2019  

The annual Mulch Sale is an important element in 
the fundraising efforts that support the Parish 

Youth’s participation in the annual Diocesan WorkCamp.  
 Customers who wis to order mulch may do so on the week-
ends of  February 29-March 1 and March 7-8 after all Masses 
in the Narthex. This year, the WorkCamp has the ability to 
accept credit/debit cards for orders placed at the Church. 
Customers may also download an order form from the Youth 
Ministry website and drop it off  or mail it with payment (check 
only) to the Youth Ministry Office by Monday, March 16.

 
Mulch Delivery   
Mulch Delivery Day will be on March 28 between 9:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. Customers who order 25 bags or more will 

receive free delivery of  their orders to their curbs or 
driveways. Due to time constraints, mulch bags cannot 
be placed anywhere except these locations. Customers 
who order fewer than 25 bags will pick up their orders 
at ST. MARK between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Mulch 
not picked up during these hours will be stored behind 
the Rectory for later pickup. 

Mulch Spreading  
The WorkCamp is also offering to spread any pur-
chased Mulch for an extra fee on Saturday, April 4 to 
the first 10 customers who sign up by clicking the Sign-
up Genius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040f44abad28aa8-mulch6.

Workcamp Fundraiser —  
Mulch Delivery and Mulch Spreading March 28 /April 4

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f44abad28aa8-mulch6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f44abad28aa8-mulch6
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Recipients Appreciate ST. MARK Support 

We are most grateful for your generous gift card donation 
to Fairfax CASA. This year marked Fairfax CASA’s 30th 
year of  operation — 30 years of  advocating for Fairfax’s 
most vulnerable children. A legacy of  over 7,000 abused 
and neglected children who benefited from a CASA volun-
teer while navigating the foster care and court systems. A 
legacy of  more than 1,600 selfless members of  our commu-
nity, who not only chose to do this work but fulfilled their 
promised by showing up, standing by their CASA children, 
and using their voices to ensure that every child was heard. 

… Your generosity is part of  a collective impact that will 
continue to ensure that every child referred by the court 
receives the benefit of  a CASA volunteer and has a chance 
at change, impact, and success. What better legacy could 
we hope for?

Darcy Cunningham, Executive Director   

Thank you for your support —your generosity helps indi-
viduals and families acquire and sustain a permanent home. 

… CFH is now helping approximately 600 men, women, 
and children continuously enjoy a stable home. 

In our area, a person must earn approximately $65,000 to 
sustain a two-bedroom apartment. The majority of  CFH 
clients earn between 15 percent and 50 percent of  the area 
media income —often less than $20,000 and generally no 
more than $45,000. 

Seniors are the fastest growing population, and last year CFH 
helped 58 senior households live independently in Fairfax 
County-owned senior communities throughout the county. 

Our rental program continues to help the local workforce 
to create and sustain a rental home; the East End Mobile 
Home Park has increased to 56 households; CFH is using 
grant funds to continue to upgrade the property. Our plans 
include a resource center, a playground (the Benedictine 
Sisters donated their playground equipment when their tran-
sitional housing program closed), additional lighting, a great 
deal of  tree work, and the development of  a Community 
Revitalization Plan. 

Thank you for your support throughout our 40 years.

Karen S. DeVito, Executive Director

Following are two representative letters from groups that have received financial assistance from the Parish. 

For some 30 years, numerous lit-
urgies at ST. MARK have been 
blessed by the music provided by 

the dedicated members of  the Handbell 
Choir. At times joyful, at times solemn, 
at times glorious, at times poignant, the 
handbells and handchimes have reflect-
ed the different Liturgical seasons with 
grace and beauty. 

The Choir’s range is impressive. The 
handbells cover five octaves; the hand-
chimes cover two octaves.  

The members — some of  whom have 

 ST. MARK Handbell Choir Rings True 
 By Mary Fisk

served for more than 20 
years — are as follows:  
n  Dian Cassels   
n  Marcia Chaplin 
n  Barbara Enyeart   
n  Don Ewan 
n  Chris Harloe   
n  Jeff  Jamison 
n  Nancy Knowlan   
n  Byron Maldonado   
n  Mary Ann Millman 
n  Barbara Morgan   
n  Sharon Pott 
n  Nancy Scully   
n  Joanne  Thornton  
n  Judy Weiand. 

The Choir was 
founded by Dick 
Weiand. 

New volunteers 
are a lways wel-
come, and train-
ing is provided for 
new ringers. If  you 

can count to four, you 
can ring handbells! 
For more informa-
tion, contact Laura 
Cooman, Director 
of  Music and 
Wor sh ip,  a t 
7 0 3 - 9 3 8 -
3 2 9 3  o r 
lcooman@
stmark.org.

  Fairfax CASA

  CFH/Catholics for Housing 

mailto:lcooman%40stmark.org?subject=
mailto:lcooman%40stmark.org?subject=
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The Lenten Season is a particu-
larly appropriate opportunity to 
set aside some time on a regular 

basis to devote to spiritual reading. The 
Catholic Church has 2,000 years of  an 
incredibly rich legacy of  reading materi-
als, but one simple approach is to learn 
more about the Saints and Blessed who 
have gone before us on the journey to 
the Lord. Here, too, we have an abun-
dant supply of  people whose lives mir-
ror the love of  God in the world. 

One place to start might be with our 
newest saints. One is Saint John Henry 
Newman, canonized in October 2019 by 
Pope Francis on the 102nd anniversary 
of  the Miracle of  the Sun at Fatima. This 
remarkable man was born in London in 
1801 and died in Birmingham in 1890. He 
had an extraordinary range of  talents: he 
was a scholar, theologian, preacher, poet, 
and composer of  sacred hymns. He was 
a leading thinker in the Anglican church; 
the more he studied, however, the more 
he became convinced of  the authenticity 
of  the Catholic Faith. His conversion to 
the Catholic faith in 1845 was met with 

much opposition and denunciation in a 
country that was not welcoming to the 
Faith. He eventually wrote his Apologia 
Pro Vita Sua to defend and explain his 
growth and choice in the face of  the criti-
cism. He was ordained a priest in 1848; 
Pope Leo XIII named him as Cardinal 
in 1879, skipping the customary stage 
as a Bishop. 

Although his intellectual influence on 
Britain in the 19th century was consid-
erable and his writings extensive, it is his 
personal traits that are particularly ap-
pealing to a wide audience. In an editorial 
in the National Catholic Register (October 
13, 2019), Fr. Roger Landry summarizes 
Newman’s lessons for us today: He was 
courageous in the face of  substantial 
criticism of  the Faith; he was a great de-
fender of  conscience in the Church; he 
had a tremendous capacity for friendship; 
he was a great teacher; he was a strong 
devotee of  prayer; he was a dedicated 
Pastor; he was a promoter of  the laity’s 
call to holiness; he was a great preacher; 
and he was a model for ecumenism. In 
addition to his more scholarly writings 

are moving sermons and reflections on 
Christian life and on Mary. 

At his beatification Mass in Birmingham, 
in September 2010, Pope Benedict XVI 
said that Newman’s “insights into the 
relationship between faith and reason, 
into the vital place of  revealed religion in 
civilized society, and into the need for a 
broadly-based and wide-ranging approach 
to education were not only of  profound 
importance for Victorian England, but 
continue today to inspire and enlighten 
many all over the world”.

The Pope added, “What better goal could 
teachers of  religion set themselves than 
Blessed John Henry’s famous appeal for 
an intelligent, well-instructed laity: ‘I want 
a laity, not arrogant, not rash in speech, 
not disputatious, but men who know their 
religion, who enter into it, who know just 
where they stand, who know what they 
hold and what they do not, who know 
their creed so well that they can give an 
account of  it, who know so much of  his-
tory that they can defend it’”. What bet-
ter goal, indeed!  

 Getting To Know Saint John Henry Newman 

 Saint John Henry Newman

“God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has 

committed some work to me which He has not committed to 

another. I have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but I shall be 

told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of  connection between 

persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do 

His work. I shall be  an angel of  peace, a preacher of  truth in my own 

place, while not intending it if  I do but keep His commandments.

“Therefore, I will trust Him... If  I am in sickness, my sickness may serve 

Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him... He does nothing in 

vain... He may take away my friends. He may throw me among stran-

gers. He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide the fu-

ture from me. Still, He knows what He is about”.

(Source: Apologia Pro Vita Sua [A Defense of  One’s Life])

July Mission Trip 
Opportunity in
Lare, Kenya!

Interested individuals and fam-
ily members over 18 years of  

age are welcome to join the 
Commissioned by Christ Mission 
to Lare, Kenya, from July 10-
19. Commissioned by Christ 
is a Catholic lay group that en-
gages in the corporal and spir-
itual works of  mercy through 
short-term mission trips. These 
trips help participants to grow in 
personal and communal prayer, 
participate in the Sacraments, 
build community with fellow 
Christians, and serve others who 
are in material and spiritual need. 

For more information regard-
ing this exciting service experi-
ence, please contact ST. MARK 
Teacher, Cindy Revaz, at crevaz@
stmark.org. 

mailto:crevaz%40stmark.org?subject=
mailto:crevaz%40stmark.org?subject=
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NEW PARISHIONERS 
ST. MARK welcomes the following new  

Parishioners to our Parish family:
John and Lana Ambler 

Carlos Arias and Rita Calderon 
James and Claire Beatty 

Brandon and Michelle Hollonbeck 
April Holmes 

Ramiro and Cynthia Leiva 
Justin and Katie Lokke 

Brock Magnino 
Matthew and Diana McGuire 

David Miller 
Geoffrey and Vera Okelo 

Simon and Rachel Ouedraogo 
Betsen and Sonal Philip 

Craig and Jennifer Phillips 
Sean and Elena Prince 

John and Kathryn Valder

BAPTISM  
Adaline Girone 

Peter Jeffrey  
Eric Michael Phung 

Rose Ming Radel 
Samantha Lynn Stumph 

Kiera Daniella The 

DEATHS
The following Parishioners entered  

into eternal life:  
Marion Craig 

Mary Vernon Osborn 
Frederick Scheihing

Kenneth Croson 
Louis Sportelli 
Frederick Lees 

 Gabriel Battista 
Nickolas Antich 

Ellen Dragen 
Donna Falk 

Elizabeth Lawrence

Maneline is the publication of  ST. 
MARK Catholic Community, 9970 
Vale Road, Vienna, VA 22181. It is 
published eight times a year, with 
a January/February issue, a June/
July issue, an August/September 

and a November/December issue.  
Individuals wishing to submit articles 

should contact the editor.

Editor: Mary Fisk:   
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Milestones
March 3:  Saint Katharine Drexel, Virgin

March 4:  Saint Casimir

March 7:  Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs

March 8:  Saint John of  God, Religious

March 9:  Saint Frances of  Rome, Religious

March 17: Saint Patrick, Bishop

March 18: Saint Cyril of  Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor

March 19: Saint Joseph Husband of  the Blessed Virgin Mary—Solemnity

March 23: Saint Turibius of  Mogrovejo, Bishop

March 25: Annunciation of  the Lord—Solemnity

March Saints and Blesseds

 
Project Rachel Ministry Offers  

Day of Prayer and Healing 

The Project Rachel Ministry was created to provide help to women who 
have had an abortion and who suffer from unresolved feelings of  loss, 

guilt, shame, or regret. 

The Ministry will sponsor the Entering Canaan Day of  Prayer and Healing on 
Saturday, April 25, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. For more information, contact 
the Project Rachel Ministry by phone at 301-982-2008 or by email at hope@
adw.org. The location and contacts are kept confidential due to the personal 
nature of  this experience.  

Called to be Saints
Please keep the Parish Youth in your prayers 

as they complete the final months of  prep-
aration for their reception of  the Sacrament 
of  CONFIRMATION. As Vatican II so beauti-
fully expresses it, all of  us are called to be Saints. At 
BAPTISM, we enter into a Covenant relationship with God; we will be 
His People, and He will be our God. CONFIRMATION completes the 
Rites of  Initiation that began with BAPTISM and brings many graces 
that our young people will need on their journey. 

As Connie McEldowney states in her video series, Restored: Stories of  
Encounter (Ignatius Press and Saint Joseph Communications): “When I 
was getting ready to be Confirmed, the priest said, “Saints aren’t just holy dead peo-
ple. Every one of  you can be a Saint. And I thought, ‘There’s somebody who has just 
given me a challenge. I’m going to be a Saint”.
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   Mark Your Calendar

15 Christ House Food Delivery 10:00 a.m.  
 First EUCHRIST Workshop 2:00 p.m. 
 ST. MARK Bereavement Class 3:00 p.m.  
 High School Youth Night 7:00 p.m.
16 Alpha Meeting 7:00 p.m.
17 Ecumenical Bereavement Group Meeting 7:30 p.m.
18  The Light Is On PENANCE 6:30 p.m.
19  High School Work Camp Meeting 7:00 p.m.
20 Stations of  the Cross 7:30 p.m.
21 RCIA Second Scrutiny at Mass 5:30 p.m.
22 CONFIRMATION Interviews 2:00 p.m.
 ST. MARK Bereavement Class 3:00 p.m. 
23 Alpha Meeting 7:00 p.m.
24 ESL Registration 7:00 p.m.
25  The Light Is On PENANCE 6:30 p.m.
26 ESL Registration 7:00 p.m.
27 Stations of  the Cross 7:30 p.m.
 Workcamp Mulch Delivered 4:00 p.m.
28 Workcamp Mulch Delivery Day 7:45 a.m.
 Moms Group Meeting 9:00 a.m.
29 RCIA Third Scrutiny at Mass 11:45 a.m. 
 ST. MARK Bereavement Class 3:00 p.m. 
 High School Sunday Night 6:30 p.m.
   

1 RCIA Rite of  Sending at 11:45 a.m. Mass 
 RCIA Rite of  Election 2:30 p.m. 
 ST. MARK Bereavement Class 3:00 p.m.  
 Youth and Family Mass 6:00 p.m.
2 Alpha Meeting 7:00 p.m.
3 ESL Classes 8:00 p.m.
4 The Light Is On PENANCE 6:30 p.m.
5 Embry Rucker Food Delivery 9:00 a.m. 
 ESL Classes 8:00 p.m.
6 First Friday EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION opens 10:00 a.m.  
 Junior High Friday Night 6:30 p.m. at Bowl America   
 Stations of  the Cross 7:30 p.m.
8 CONFIRMATION Interviews 2:00 p.m.  
 ST. MARK Bereavement Class 3:00 p.m. 
9 Alpha Meeting 7:00 p.m.
10 Respect Life Meeting 7:30 p.m.
11 Care for Our Common Home Meeting 10:00 a.m.    
 The Light Is On PENANCE 6:30 p.m.
12 ST. MARK School Open House 7:00 p.m.  
 ESL Classes 8:00 p.m.
13 Stations of  the Cross 7:30 p.m.
15  RCIA First Scrutiny at Mass 8:15 a.m.  
 Second Sunday Sustenance Sandwich Making 9:30 a.m. 
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