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 ST. MARK Bids Farewell to Principal and Teacher Darcie Girmus  
 By Kathy Aquilina with Betsy Zolper

she became Principal dur-
ing the 2013–2014 School 
Year.  

Learning Approach  
She held degrees in 
Elementary Education 
and Curriculum and 
Instruction, and during 
these years she added a 
Master’s of  Education 
i n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
and Supervision from 
Marymount University. 
She enjoys hands-on 
methods of  learning as 
situations arise every day at school. She 
marveled, “How many people can say 
that they are better and stronger in their 
Faith because of  their job?”  

Her time in Vienna, she says, made her 
the person she is today. In Nebraska, she 
had imbibed many life-sustaining values 
of  living on a family farm, such as how 
to be creative with few resources, a skill 
that she readily employed in the rural 
schools.  Moving to Fairfax made learn-
ing easier for her: the expansion of  the 
Internet gave her easy access to teaching 
methods, exposure to colleagues from a 
different area of  the country, and access 
to local universities that provided her 
with a rich knowledge of  pedagogy. As 
a person who dreamed of  teaching in a 
Catholic School, Darcie enjoyed jumping 
in and learning by doing.

School Leaderhsip   
As Principal, Darcie is proud of  her #1 
strength: being the timekeeper of  the 
organization.  Her three-pronged strategy 
energized the school: 
n Synchronize all classroom clocks.

“Where in the Gospel does 
it say we should live in 
a big house and col-

lect stuff?” questioned Darcie Girmus, 
when asked about the challenge in par-
ing down possessions in preparation for 
a move to California this summer. But 
we are getting ahead of  the story.

Darcie Girmus has been the Principal of  
ST. MARK School for the past six years.  
According to her Teachers and Students, 
she has been caring and encouraging, 
which are special ingredients for winning 
people’s hearts. One Teacher, who taught 
several different grades, told us, “She 
constantly has been pushing me beyond 
my comfort zones, which has ended up 
being an awesome thing!”

Arrival at ST. MARK  
Coming to ST. MARK from central 
Nebraska, where she had taught for 17 
years in various rural schools (one was a 
four-room schoolhouse!), she and her hus-
band sold their farm to make the trek of  
more than 1,500 miles to Fairfax, traveling 
without a single tire puncture! ST. MARK 
School was just opening in 2003, and 
Darcie became the School’s first Science 
Teacher.  

Earlier in her career, she had experienced 
an “aha” moment, when one of  her stu-
dents shouted, “I get it!  I finally get it!” 
Darcie had not only talked about mag-
nets in that class, but she had provided 
the students with practical experiences 
where they could feel the forces of  attrac-
tion and repulsion themselves. From that 
moment, Darcie became a collector of  
science experiments, many of  which she 
implemented at ST. MARK. In 2010, she 
was named the Assistant Principal, and Continued on page 2

n Maintain a heavily de-
tailed calendar so everyone 
knows what to expect.

n Devise a dismissal sys-
tem, keeping teachers and 
students in their own class-
rooms to do homework, 
tidy up, or pack bags, ef-
fectively saving 30 minutes 
per teacher per day!

It was fun to spend an hour 
and a half  with a woman 
of  such energy and curios-
ity as Darcie Girmus, who 

started making her own shoes seven years 
ago. She does love a challenge!   

We visited her home. Having bought 
their home “as is,” she and her husband 
finished remodeling it with repurposed 
material—tile, wood doors, cork floor-
ing, kitchen cabinets, lumber, and granite 
countertops.  “I am sure I learned much 
of  this repurposing from my Dad,” she 
said. Darcie delights in showing that it is 
possible to reduce our country’s moun-
tain of  trash: Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, and 
Recycle. She shared an exchange she had 
with her husband: “We can have stuff, 
or we can have experiences, but we can’t 
afford both.” They reminded each other 
that giving away or selling two-thirds of  
their possessions and moving into a two-
bedroom condo was a good plan. As we 
looked on incredulously, she simply said, 
“The Gospel does not call us to collect pos-
sessions.  Possessions become anchors, and 
having less stuff  is very freeing”, she added.

Reducing waste and focusing on recycling 
at the School have also been priorities.  
During her tenure as Principal, ST. MARK 

Principal Darcie Girmus
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School began composting and continues 
to work on recycling. Her long-term sus-
tainability dream for the School would be 
to install solar panels on the full southern 
exposure roof!

Her Legacy   
Darcie notes that she is leaving a great 
situation behind and going out into the 
unknown. What makes ST. MARK great is 
the cohesion of  the faculty, who work to-
gether as a team.  One Teacher put it well: 
“Darcie is leaving ST. MARK much im-
proved and more vibrant than she found 
it 16 years ago. I will always remember and 
treasure her support, initiative, and tire-
less efforts to make ST. MARK a thriving 
school for years to come.  Those of  us 
she is leaving behind will remember her 
sincere dedication in making each day 
fulfill our mission of  Faith, Knowledge, 
and Service”.

Her story of  coming to Virginia shows 
a leap of  faith out of  her own comfort 

Darcie Girmus 
Continued from page 1

Students speak to Mrs. Girmus!
You care about us as if  we were a family!

You have students’ artwork in your Office.
I remember when I was in 4th grade, and you invited us into the 
Science Lab for an hour of  science experiments. They were SO 
cool!
You say “Hi” to me!
I like when you say prayer on the loud speaker every morning.
You always stay relatively calm and take charge of  any situation.
You made our School so good that we won the Blue Ribbon!  

zone. Her prayer every morning is, “God, 
put me where you need me”. In going 
to California, she laid it out before the 
Lord: “If  this is where You need me, You 
need to make housing happen”. Lo and 
behold; a condo unit in the Parish-owned 
complex across the street from the school 
unexpectedly became available! Darcie’s 

commute will now be reduced from seven 
minutes (she walks to ST. MARK) to a 
single traffic light. She notes that should 
save about 50 percent of  the wear and 
tear on her shoes! 

We will miss her, and we wish her 
well!

!
!
!

!
!
!
!

ST. MARK Students earned First 
Place at the Diocesan Science Fair 
on Saturday, April 13, at Paul VI 

High School. Over 260 students from 
29 different schools from throughout 
the Diocese participated. ST. MARK 
sent 10 students; six 7th graders and 
four 8th graders. The Science Fair is 
only for 7th and 8th grades. 
The Diocesan Science Fair 
is run by the Diocesan 
Office in Arlington, which 
gathers volunteer judges 
from throughout the com-
munity, including doctors, 
engineers, environmental-
ists, and chemists. 

As any student (and par-
ent!) will tell you, an enor-
mous amount of  hard work, 
persistence, passion, and 
commitment go into these 
experiments and the resulting projects. 
We are grateful to our parents, who help 
support and extend learning at home 
throughout the year. We also appreciate 
the many parent volunteers who helped 

at our School Science Fair in 
February.

The winning students, their 
Science Fair placements,  
project categories, and project 
titles are as follows. 

n Sean Wilcox, 1st place: Engineering 
and Technology: “What 
Floats Your Boat? The 
Effect of  Hull Design on 
Boat Speed”

n J. T. Glenchur, 1st place: 
Physics: “The Effect of  
Pitching Mechanics on 
Velocity”

n Trevor  Donnel ly , 
2nd place: Biochemistry: 
“The Effect of  Container 
Material on Preserving 
Vitamin C in Orange Juice”

n Chris Chong, 3rd place: Chemistry: 
“The Effect of  Acidic Beverages on 
Tooth Mass”

n Mariella Lionato ,  3rd place: 
Engineering and Technology: “The 

Effects of  Different Materials on RFID 
Scanners”
n Frankie Anstett, Honorable Mention: 
Behavioral and Social Sciences: “The Effect 
of  Learning Methods on Memorization”.
The following students did not place, but 
they participated and contributed to our 
overall win:
n Petra Folkedal: Behavioral and Social 
Sciences: “The Effect of  Stress-Relieving 
Techniques on the Amount of  Calm a 
Person Feels” 
n Bailey Gurley: Behavioral and Social 
Sciences: “The Effect of  Disguising Food 
on Children’s Consumption of  Vegetables”
n Valentina Rozo: Behavioral and Social 
Sciences: “The Effect of  Music and Noises 
on Sleep”
n Molly Garvert: Medicine and Health: 
“The Effect of  Exercise on Heart Rate”.

  ST. MARK Students Win First Place at Diocesan Science Fair  
  By Shane Seegers
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in addition to Mass. The Pope also com-
missioned St. Thomas Aquinas to com-
pose the text for the Mass and Divine 
Office for this Solemnity. St. Thomas’s 
magnificent hymns and prayers continue 
to inspire Catholics and others today. To 
underscore the importance of  this cele-
bration, Pope Clement V issued a subse-
quent Papal Bull at the General Council 
in Vienne in 1314, and the Solemnity 
spread quickly from that point. 
Centrality of the EUCHARIST 
It is impossible to overstate the impor-
tance of  the celebration. The Catechism 
of  the Catholic Church describes the 
EUCHARIST as “the source and sum-
mit of  the Christian Life” (CCC 1324): 
The other Sacraments, and indeed all 
ecclesiastical ministries and works of  
the apostolate, are bound up with the 
EUCHARIST and are oriented toward 
it. For in the Blessed EUCHARIST is 
contained the whole spiritual good of  
the Church, namely Christ Himself, our 
Pasch”.
This wonderful and official summary was 

made particularly meaningful for me dur-
ing a recent tour I gave at the Basilica of  
the Shrine of  the Immaculate Conception to 40 
or 50 particularly well-educated students 
from a private Protestant school, ages 
from kindergarten through grade 12. At 
the end of  the tour, we had time for the 
students to ask questions, and they did so 
eagerly. One girl, perhaps eight years old, 
had been processing some information 
and wanted to be sure she understood 
correctly. She asked her Headmaster, 
“So when we take Communion, we are 
remembering something important that 
happened a long time ago. But when 
Catholics take Communion,” — and 
here she hesitated and then plunged 
on — “it is NOW. Is that right?” St. 
Thomas Aquinas could not have been 
more “right”! 

Forty Hours Devotion Preparation 
ST. MARK will prepare for the Solemnity 
at which we celebrate the Real Presence 
of  the Risen Lord by holding the Forty 
Hours Devotion on the preceding days 
of  June 19-22.

ST. MARK will celebrate the 
FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI 
on Sunday, June 23, with the 

commissioning of  new Extraordinary 
Ministers of  Holy Communion 
(EMHCs): Cynthia Ahad, James Linza, 
Pat Scarantino, Crystal Sheehan, Mary 
Valder, and Gina Warner. They will 
join the dedicated team of  EMHCs 
who assist at Masses and bring the 
EUCHARIST to people who are 
homebound. 

History of the Feast  
The Catholic Church has celebrated the 
EUCHARIST from the beginning, but 
this special Solemnity that focuses on the 
Sacrament dates back about 800 years old. 
The purpose was to honor the Blessed 
Sacrament in a way that could not be done 
during the solemn services of  Holy Week. 
In 1264, Pope Urban IV (1261-1265) for-
mally established the Solemnity. It was 
to be celebrated on the Thursday after 
Trinity Sunday, and indulgences were to 
be granted to all who would receive the 
EUCHARIST or attend special devotions 

The Living God 
Speaks through  

the Bible
The Bible, therefore, consists not 

just of  human words but of  the 

Word of  God in the words of  

men. In Scripture, we don’t just 

read about stories from a long 

time ago. We encounter the liv-

ing God speaking to us through 

the Biblical texts.

—Edward Sri from Love Unveiled: 
The Catholic Faith Explained

It happened in spring. I made 
the opportunity to linger in the 

Chapel and be with the Blessed 
Sacrament. A bit of  photograph-
ic memory prevails. From 
8:30 to about 9:30 that 
evening, the Monstrance 
reflected light and just 
glowed. My study Bible had 
come along, crammed with 
bookmarks and notes of  
verses that had been bring-
ing me solace.

How remarkable was that 
entire scene, I thought then. 
And how counterculture, 

Forty Hours of Devotion: Closer to the Lord
By Shirley Nuhn

without the whir and stir of  gadg-
ets--some of  them telling us that 
time is up!      

Why not try such a scene for yourself  
this season, from June 19 to 
22? The Devotion honors 
the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of  Christ. I encour-
age spending some time in 
the Chapel. An hour or so, 
or even half  an hour within 
that 40, during Exposition 
of  the Blessed Sacrament, 
can bring us even closer to 
Him. 

Want to keep Him company?

ST. MARK Prepares for Solemnity of Corpus Christi
By Mary Fisk
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ST. MARK Celebrates the Sacrament of CONFIRMATION 

Frank THOMAS Anstett
Mairin CATHERINE Avart

Nicholas VALENTINE Beauchamp
Francesco MICHAEL Bertolini
Mary CECILIA  Bjornstad
Ryan MICHAEL Boniface
MARGARET MARY Boykin

Nicholas PIUS Cancho
Kasey ELIZABETH Cannistraro
Ramsey SEBASTIAN Collins
Veronica TERESA Counts

Isabel THERESE Delansky
MICHAEL Delgado

Alexander EDWARD Feather
John JOSEPH Feeney
Nina ROSE Fernandes
Michael JOHN Flood
Frances RAPHAEL Freitas

Margaret SCHOLASTICA Gambino
Nicholas RAPHAEL Gaston
Lucas JOSEPH Gecan
Antonio CHARBEL Ghaleb
Theodore SEBASTIAN Gloukhoff
Jordon FRANCIS Gowda
Bailey MARY Gurley

Drayton JOSEPH Heard
Daniel MICHAEL Heitz
Andrea VERONICA Hirz
Grace CLARE Holland
Hope THERESE Holland
TERESA Huang

Nicholas PAUL Ivany
Patrick MAXIMILLIAN Iverson

Abigail TERESA Joseph

Caroline CATHERINE Kociolek
Jack JACQUES Koester

Natalie JOAN Lauer
Liberty VERONICA Lingenfelter
Amanda CLARE Lord
Gabriella GIANNA BERETTA Lozano
Emily EMILIE Lytton
Kevin PATRICK Malisko
Emma OLIVIA Martinez
Mia JUDITH McCarthy
Claudia TERESA Messina
Sophia PHILOMENA Miller
John MICHAEL Moloney
Colin SEBASTIAN Montagne
April SARAH Morahan  

David GABRIEL Negash
Andrew MICHAEL Nell
Nicholas NICHOLAS Nguyen
Edward THOMAS Norton

Faith MARTIN O’Connell
Madalyn GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA 
O’Harren
Keira CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA O’Neaill
Kennedy GIANNA BERETTA O’Neaill

Joseph EXPEDITUS Paddock
Andrew XAVIER Parr
Hannah HELENA Pennington
Kaylin JOAN Prestosh
Molly ANNE Prophett

Ian MAXIMILLIAN Reynolds
Bethany TERESA BENEDICTA Riddle

Riley JOAN Sarber
Jacob FRANCIS Simpson
Jessica MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 
Simpson
Natalie THERESE Stalnaker
Adeline JOAN Suryabudi
Grace HELENA Sweeney

Garrett PIO Tansing
Kylie KATERI Taylor
Jack MICHAEL Teuschl
Gabriela KATERI TEKAKWITHA Thomas
Max SEBASTIAN Trible

Jared CHRISTOPHER Viani
Sophia MARGARET Viscovich
Anthony PETER Vitale

Benjamin EUSTACE Waddell
Kieran BRIGID Warner
Lucy TERESA Weir
Thomas MICHAEL Weizel
Spencer MAXIMILLIAN West
Ivana MICHAEL Williams

Gavin GABRIEL Yeagle
Theodora CHARITY Yeagley
Alexandra CATHERINE Ying
Catherine ELIZABETH ANN Yurko
Nicholas ROBERT Yurko

Karaline TERESA Zammit
Olivia ELIZABETH ANN Zuhoski 

Bishop Burbidge was the 
Presider at the CONFIR- 

MATION Mass at 7:00 p.m. 
on May 15. A reception in the 
Msgr. Cassidy Activities Center 
followed the Mass.

The reception of  the Sacrament 
was the culmination of  an ex-
tended period of  study and ser-
vice, in which the Students grew 
in the Faith. Parents, teachers, 
Spirit Team Volunteers, and oth-
ers all played essential roles pre-
paring the Students to receive 
this last of  the three Sacraments 
of  Initiation. 

Photo Credit - Melissa Viscovich Photo Credit - Michelle Anstett

Photo Credit - Kevin Flores

Confirmandi with their  
chosen Saints’ names
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Have you ever experienced 
“Divine Renovation” first 
hand? Well, John Mitchell, 

one of  our Evangelization Team mem-
bers, did. John traveled all the way to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, to experience how 
Fr. James Mallon, author of  “Divine 
Renovation”, led his Parishioners of  ST. 
BENEDICT Parish to Christ and then 
made missionary disciples of  them. 
John stayed with a Parish family. In a 
near ecstatic moment, John said: “I am 
in awe of  what Fr. Mallon and his lead-
ership accomplished. It was like we read 
about in the Acts of  the Apostles. The 
Holy Spirit was really very active!”

John’s comments were reflective of  those 
of  the 20 people who attended the eight-
week “Divine Renovation” book study 
and discussion. People were amazed when 
they learned that our Catholic Church has 
an identity crisis. Fr. Mallon says that we 
have forgotten who we are and what we 
are called to do as a Church. 

The “Divine Renovation” ministry — 
which offers events, books, coaching, and 
resources —  seeks to inspire and equip 
leaders so that they can move their Parishes 
from maintenance to mission. A second 
program that originated in Britain, called 
the Alpha Course, encourages people to 
discuss their faith and ways to grow in it. 

Fr. Tuck Grinnell expressed his “wow” 
when he read that Fr. Mallon accom-
plished so much, especially when Fr. 
Mallon said, “Alpha has changed my 
experience of  the priesthood!” 

Barbara Saladino was a participant and 
a really active one! In fact, she was so 
active and interested that she wanted 
to be a member of  our Evangelization 
Team; she was invited and accepted. 
Barbara was taken with such things as 
a personal relationship with the Lord 
Jesus, the Alpha Course and its success 
in bringing people to Christ and mak-
ing disciples, and the gifts of  the Holy 
Spirit and His role in renewing and build-
ing the Parish. Barbara said, “I’m ready. 
Let’s move forward!”

Bern Diederich is a member of  the 
Team. Bern also had a previous experi-
ence of  going through the Alpha Course. 
This time it was not the Alpha Course 
but Divine Renovation. Bern said, “I 
have never seen so many people so mo-
tivated to talk about what the Lord Jesus 
wants done!” He was truly excited to see 
these moments come about.

Karen Asta is a member of  the Team, 
as well as a member of  the Pastoral 
Council. She also is a member of  the 
Council’s Executive Committee. Karen 
carries the torch! She is a stalwart on the 

Team and keeps the Council up-to-date 
on what we are doing. After looking back 
over the eight weeks of  study and discus-
sion, Karen said, “The people are really 
excited. They keep coming back. They 
want more!” Well, if  it is up to Karen, 
the people will get more. Karen and her 
Team members and guests have just com-
pleted a trial run of  the Alpha Course. 

Dave and Erin Benbennick, participants 
in the book study and discussion, partic-
ipated eloquently and emotionally. Erin 
was near tears when we discussed a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ. Dave 
was just as eloquent in discussing what-
ever the topic was! When the time came 
and the invitation was made to both, 
Dave and Erin said, “We accept.” Both 
Dave and Erin are now valued members 
of  our Evangelization Team.

I also delighted in experiencing the Divine 
Renovation process. I have worked long 
and hard. I have also prayed long and 
hard. I have had some wonderful people 
to work with. And now I thank the Lord 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit for all that hap-
pened. For I know none of  this would 
have been possible without Them. It has 
been a real pleasure and joy working with 
all my associates and especially for You, 
Lord Jesus and You, Holy Spirit.

 Sharing Experiences of Divine Renovation  
 By Jerry Belt

ST. MARK continued the tradition of  Crowning the Blessed Mother at 
Masses in May.      Selected students, accompanied by parents and siblings, 

processed in with the crown of  flowers and placed the Crown on the Statue.  
 
The tradition of  honoring Mary as Queen in an ancient one. Its roots 
go back 1,000 before Christ to the time of  David’s kingship in Israel. 
David eventually married Bathsheba, and their son Solomon became 
king when David died. When Solomon held court, he sat on a throne; 
on a smaller throne lower down sat Bathsheba, the Queen Mother, a 
highly respected position in Israel. People brought their petitions to 
present to the King, but they had the option — which they frequently 
exercised, including Solomon’s own brethren! — to present the peti-
tions to the Queen and ask her to give them to the King on their behalf.  
 
We honor Mary as our Queen because she is the Mother of  our King. 

May Crowning Celebrated
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 The Early Christian Community: Unstoppable!
 By Jack Smith

Vacation Bible School Set for July  

The Romans and the Jewish lead-
ers initially thought, “Now that 
we got rid of  that Jesus Person, 

there is no doubt that His followers will 
disperse, and our lives can return to 
normal”.

Not quite.

As witnessed and written by Luke, Peter, 
and John, the followers of  Jesus, pro-
pelled by the Spirit, took up where He 
left off. They began their ministry in the 
holiest of  places for the Jews: the Temple, 
since they were good Jews themselves. 
And, at that time, there were many, many 
people in Jerusalem.

The preaching of  Peter and John brought 
many converts — 3,000 on one occa-
sion and 5,000 on another. Peter cured 
a crippled man at one of  the Temple 
gates. This man was well-known; he had 
been carried to that gate for many years 
so that he could ask for alms. Peter be-
came known as a miracle worker. After 
this cure, the man followed Peter and 
John, praising God.

Another result of  the preaching by Peter 
and John was the anger that welled up 
in the Jewish Ruling Class. The Jews 
responded based upon the success of  
Peter’s and John’s preaching. 

The Pharisees brought Peter, John, and 
the cured man before the Sanhedrin. 
There, it was ascertained that Peter and 

John were not perceived as threats since 
they were simple, uneducated, and igno-
rant. However, since Peter and John were 
followers of  Jesus, the Sanhedrin insisted 
that they stop preaching.   

After this session, John and Peter imme-
diately returned to the Temple to preach. 
They praised God that they had been 
flogged at the direction of  the Sanhedrin. 
They celebrated their experiences with 
their Community.

The Sanhedrin was angered by the 
Apostles’ refusal to follow its instruc-
tions and had Peter and John jailed to 
await trial. That night, an angel freed 
them from their cell. The next morning, 
they were found preaching again in the 
Temple. The Temple Guards were dis-
patched to bring them to the Sanhedrin.

Again, the Sanhedrin insisted that Peter 
and John stop preaching about Jesus and 
The Way.

At this point, Peter and John were likely 

facing some form of  physical harm,

Peter spoke up — Luke writes that Peter 
was “influenced by the Spirit” — saying 
that it is impossible not to witness, not to 
preach about all that they have seen. The 
Sanhedrin was enraged on hearing this, 
but it was not going to punish the two 
Apostles because the Jews were praising 
God after hearing the preaching of  the 
“Good News”.

The Sanhedrin was hard pressed as to 
what to do to Peter and John. A high-
ly respected member of  the Sanhedrin, 
Gamaliel, held that all the preaching and 
the community life of  followers of  The 
Way would eventually disappear if  The 
Way was not “of  God”.

And if  The Way was “of  God”, there 
would be no stopping it. Confident in 
the outcome, the Sanhedrin agreed to 
Gamaliel’s comments and released the 
Apostles.

Can you hazard a guess what the Apostles 
continued to do?

The whole Community celebrated. In 
addition to the influence of  the Spirit, 
it was the Community that served as 
the bedrock for the preaching of  Peter, 
John, and others.  It was in Community 
that prayer, especially the Breaking of  
the Bread, was shared.

Sound familiar?

Can you hazard a guess 
what the Apostles 
continued to do?

This year ’s  Vacat ion Bible 
School (VBS), titled ROAR!, 
will be held from July 15-19. 

Sessions will run from 8:45 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. 

At ROAR! children will not only 
hear about God’s love; they will see 
it, touch it, sing it, taste it, and put it 
into action through God Sightings. 
As they travel from station to sta-
tion, they will go deeper into their 

understanding of  God and God’s Son, Jesus. Most important, children 
will learn that because Jesus loves us, He came to die for our sins and 
make a way for us to live with God forever.

VBS is open to Preschool 3 (must be potty-trained) through rising 
5th grade. Rising 6th-12th graders are invited to register as volunteer 
leaders; adult volunteers are also welcome. 

Online registration is open, and payment may be made at the time of  
registration or brought to the R.E. Office. Registration closes June 30 
or when all slots are filled! 

For further information, contact:  Nancy Weaver at 703-281-1948. 
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NEW PARISHIONERS 
ST. MARK welcomes the following new  

Parishioners to our Parish family:
Stephanie Clowes 

Allison and Ross Versaggi 
Joseph and Karen Wawrzaszek

BAPTISM  
Zachary Elias Butcher
Grace Mackenzie Jones 

DEATHS
The following Parishioners entered  

into eternal life:  
Bill Foster
Ken Hill 

Ann Ramish
Judy Kannar

George Tralka
Katherine Foster
Francis Vigezzi

Maneline is the publication of  ST. 
MARK Catholic Community, 9970 
Vale Road, Vienna, VA 22181. It is 
published nine times a year, with a 
January/February issue, a June/July 

issue, and an August/September 
issue.  Individuals wishing to submit 
articles should contact a member of  

the editorial team.

Editor:  
Mary Fisk:   
maryfisk2@gmail.com
Artist: Susan Scanlon:   
TSMosaics@hotmail.com

Milestones

 

Every time that the issues of Maneline are delivered by the printer to the 
Parish Office, an email goes out to a list of dedicated volunteers asking 
for people to come and help prepare the issue for mailing. We would like 
to thank the many people—unsung heroes—who have generously given 
their time over the decades to make the mailings possible. Shown in the 
photo are the men and women who prepared the April issue for mailing. 

Maneline Volunteers Prepare the Mailing

The M&Ms busy calendar included a recent visit to Dumbarton Oaks 
in Washington, DC, and lunch at the Old English Restaurant. 

M&Ms Visit Dumbarton Oaks

ST. MARK PACT Team   
Serves Homebound Parishioners 
The Pastoral Assistants Care Team (PACT) is an outreach ministry to ST. 
MARK Parishioners who are experiencing chronic or serious illness or a tem-
porary physical setback, such as a hip or knee replacement.

ST. MARK has more than 20 PACT Ministers; some have served for many 
years, and some have joined more recently. PACT Ministers receive training as 
Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion; they receive additional training 
on a one-on-one basis with our more experienced PACT Ministers as observ-
ers during Home Visits.

Most Home Visits occur on weekends, but some happen during the week. 
PACT Ministers visit and bring the EUCHARIST once a week to assigned 
Parishioners; they may also minister to other family members. The time 
commitment varies because each arrangement is unique to the needs of  the 
Homebound Parishioners.

Currently, PACT is actively helping nine homebound Parishioners, but this 
number fluctuates from 5 to 20 people at any given time. PACT ministers 
also visit with the folks at Sunrise Retirement Home in Oakton every Sunday 
morning at 9:30 a.m., where they talk with and bring the EUCHARIST to 15 
to 20 residents. 

And visits are made weekly with several former ST. MARK Parishioners who 
now reside at The Virginian Retirement Home in Fairfax.
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Mark Your Calendar

2  Youth Ministry Mass and Breakfast Tuesdays 
9:00 a.m.

4 Embry Rucker Food Delivery 
5 First Friday EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION 
7 Serve Junior High Workcamp begins
9 Prayer Shawl Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
 Respect Life Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
 Youth Ministry Mass and Breakfast Tuesdays 

9:00 a.m.
12 Summer Youth Wave at Splashdown 1:00 p.m.
14 Vacation Bible School begins 8:00 a.m.
16 Youth Ministry Mass and Breakfast Tuesdays 

9:00 a.m.
19 Steubenville Conference begins 
21 Second Sunday Sustenance Sandwich  

Making 9:30 a.m.
 Christ House Food Delivery 10:00 a.m.
23 Youth Ministry Mass and Breakfast Tuesdays 

9:00 a.m.
26 Summer Youth Wave/King’s Dominion Day 

begins 7:30 a.m. 
27 Summer Youth Wave/Nats versus Dodgers  

2:00 p.m.
30 Youth Ministry Mass and Breakfast Tuesdays 

9:00 a.m.

9 PENTECOST 
16 Second Sunday Sustenance Sandwich Making 

9:30 a.m.
 Christ House Food Delivery, 10:00 a.m.
19 College Night 7:00 p.m.
20 Forty Hours Devotion begins after 9:15 a.m. 

Mass
21 Forty Hours Devotion, 10:00 a.m. 
22  FORTY HOURS DEVOTION closes
22 Diocesan High School Workcamp Week begins

JulyJune


