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Dear Parents and Students,  

 

 We are very happy to welcome you to Fourth Grade!  The upcoming school 

year is sure to be one that is exciting and productive.  Fourth graders will be busy all 

year long with Virginia history, Colonial Day, fractions and long division, reading 

projects, field trips, experimenting with electricity, growing plants and much more!  

We look forward to helping students grow in independence and maturity this year.  

We can assure you that your students will learn a great deal in Fourth Grade! 

 Over the summer we do expect that reading is a part of your daily routine.  

Students are asked to read at least two books over vacation. We believe that students should read what they 

enjoy; therefore, we are letting students choose their summer reading.  Parents should assist in finding a 

reading level that is appropriate for their child.  Included is a list of books fourth graders have enjoyed in 

the past.  Students are also asked to complete one of the three reading projects for one of the books they 

read this summer. Please see pages A, B, and C for the report directions. Hopefully these activities will be 

enjoyable to students and a way to let creativity shine! 

 It is also important that students spend time this summer practicing multiplication and division 

facts.  So much of fourth grade math builds off these facts, so speed and accuracy are crucial for math 

success. We will be starting timed tests at the beginning of the year. Flashcards, practice books, and online 

games are a good way to keep facts sharp through the summer.  Fourth graders are also asked to complete 

the math activities that are found in this packet.  Math activities, as well as book projects, will be due the 

first week of school.  Because these are meant to be a review, please try to spread the assignments out over 

the summer. 

A great resource for Reading, Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies is the book Summer 

Bridge Activities.  This book has daily activities in all the core subjects. Students would not need to do 

activities every day, but should be able to complete several of them over the summer.   

 We look forward to getting to know each of you! Enjoy the summer.  

 

4th Grade Teachers 

 



Growing in Faith, Knowledge, and Service 
www.stmark.org 

 

 

 

You may choose which books you would like to read this summer! The following list 

includes some books other 4th graders have enjoyed. 

"Read what you enjoy; enjoy what you read" 

 

 The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 
 The BFG by Roald Dahl 

 The Cricket in Times Square by George Selden 

 Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 

 Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary 

 From the Mixed-Up Files of Basil B. Frankweiler by E.L. 

Konigsburg 

 The Incredible Journey by Sheila Burnford 

 Thomas A. Edison.. Young Inventor by Sue Guthridge 

 Thank you, Jackie Robinson by Barbara Cohen 

 Tiger Rising by Kate DiCamillo 

 Chocolate Fever by Robert K. Smith 

 Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard Atwater 

 Call of the Wild by Jack London 

 Honus & Me by DanGuttman 

 The Matchlock Gun by Walter D. Edmonds 

 Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

 Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White 

 Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink 

 Inkheart by Cornelia Funke 

 Magician’s Elephant by Kate DiCamillo 

 Project Mullberry by Linda Sue Park 

 
Series 

 
Sideways School books by Louis Sachar 

Harry Potter Series 

Percy Jackson Series 

The Secret Series 

Tim Green Series 

American Girl/Dear America/My Name is America (various authors) 

Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle series by Betty MacDonald 

Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Time Warp Trio by Jon Scieszka 
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Complete one of the following activities. 

 

A.  
Project Directions 

After you have finished reading your book, reflect on the story elements 
(character, setting, problem, events, and solution). Think of an object you can 
use to represent each one. For example, if the setting of your story is mostly on a beach, you could use a 
shell to represent this story element.  Find the objects you have decided to use and put them in a paper 
bag (brown grocery bag, gift bag, cloth bag, whatever!). You can even decorate the outside of your bag 
with your favorite scene, or characters from the book.  You will use the items in your bag to retell the 
story to the class. Please fill out the table below.  

 
Story 
Elements 

Bag Item Why did you choose this item? 
(Complete sentences please!)  

 
character 

  

 
setting 

  

 
problem(s) 

  

 
events 

  

 
solution 
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B. 
 
 
 
 
Here are the instructions for making your Sandwich Book: 
 

1.  Write the book title, author, illustrator (if there is one) and 
your name on the BREAD top.  

2. Write a one-paragraph summary of the book on the LETTUCE.  
3. Describe or illustrate the book’s setting on the TOMATO. 
4. Describe the main character in one paragraph on the MEAT.  
5. Write about a part of the book that made you happy on the CHEESE.  
6. Describe a part of the book that you thought was sweet or sad on the ONION.  Also write 

what you thought of the book.     
7. Tell what you liked of didn’t like about the author’s style on the BREAD bottom.  
8. Last put your sandwich together. Cut out all the parts of the sandwich. Fasten it together 

with a brad or ring.  
**Draw an outline of each of the sandwich pieces on separate sheets of thick/sturdy 
paper. Use different colors to show the different parts of the sandwich! After writing on 
each piece, cut each out and assemble sandwich.  
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C.   Write a Book Report 
 

Students may choose to write a 

traditional book report.  The report 

must be written in neat cursive writing 

or typed.  It should contain 5 strong paragraphs which 

summarize the book.  Be sure to include a description of 

the plot, main characters and setting.   
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On the following math worksheets, our goal is to keep your math skills fresh 
all summer.  Please spread out the week and do a little on each page each 
week.  

 
 
 

mjt 4/15 
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