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Rising 8th Grade Summer Literature 
 
This summer, you are required to read two works of literature. There will be a test on your 

summer reading during the first weeks of school.  

 

 Please choose one of the non-fiction novels listed below.   

o The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown  

This is an engaging account of rowing and the 1936 Olympic crew team from 

Washington state.  This underdog crew participated in the Olympics held in 

Nazi-led Munich, but how they reached this achievement is as inspiring as the 

competition itself.  A Young Adult Adaptation is available, and you may read 

this version, if you prefer. 

o Seabiscuit by Laura Hillenbrand   

This is an amazing book about how a trainer, owner, and jockey came together 

in a perfect match to train a horse that no one thought could win a race.  Facing 

heavy odds and challenging life experiences, the novel brings to life 

depression-era horse racing. 

 

 These novels will tie-in to your social studies curriculum.  Also, they will stretch your 

thinking – what’s interesting about rowing or horse racing?  How hard was the Great 

Depression?  How do people cling to what is good during difficult times?  What does 

it mean to follow your dreams? 

          
       Young Adult Adaptation cover       Regular edition cover Seabiscuit cover 

 

 You are also required to read L. M. Elliott’s Under a War-Torn Sky, a fictional novel 

about one young man’s experience in World War II.  

o You are expected to take Cornell notes on L. M. Elliott’s novel as you read it, 

which will help you to prepare for the test.  See page 2 for more details. 

o For each chapter of Under a War-Torn Sky, complete Cornell notes format on 

your own loose-leaf paper.  Typed Cornell notes are acceptable, as well. 

 

 



How to Take Cornell Notes 
 

Step 1: Create/draw your sections on your page. 

 
Topic   Pg.  Example/Quote 

   

   

   

   

 

Step 2: Title sections with these literary analysis concepts.  You may quote from the 

book directly, or you may summarize what you read. 

  
Topic           Pg.       Example/Quote 
Setting   

Conflict: 

external or 

internal 

  

Indirect 

Characterization:  

Character’s words, 

feelings & thoughts 

  

Indirect 

Characterization:  

Character’s 

actions/appearance 

  

Indirect 

Characterization:  

Effect of character 

others/others’ 

reaction to character 

  

Direct 

Characterization  
  

Mood/Tone    
Figurative Language 

(at least one per 

chapter – identify 

which one you found) 

  

 

Step 3: Fill in the chart as you read! 
 


