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Math for Students Rising Into Grades 3-8 
Summer Work Overview 

 

Dear Student, 
 
Congratulations, and thank you for all the work that you put into math this year! We hope you 
take time this summer to relax and enjoy. Summer is also a great time to review the math skills 
you have learned over the last year, and get ready for next year. Numerous studies have shown 
that students who do not review mathematical concepts tend to lose their understanding of the 
information. We don’t want that to happen! 
 
ST. MARK will use the on-line IXL program for your summer math work for students going into 
grades 3-8. It can be used on a computer or even an iPad or smart phone if you download the 
IXL app. You DO NOT need to complete any worksheets in addition to this. 
 
The summer work will count as a test grade for the first trimester of your school year. (One 
point per completed skill up to 20 points)! 
 
Individualized and Student-Centered Approach  
 
Using individual student-level data from this school year, your math teacher has assigned 20 
essential skills for you to practice in IXL over the summer. This is a combination of grade-level 
essential skills and student-specific recommendations. 
 
Assigned skills focus on three areas: 
 

  *   growth in skills not yet mastered (individually recommended) 
  *   mastery of essential grade-level curriculum goals (assigned by grade-level/math 

class assignment) 
  *   skills to challenge students for success in the upcoming school year (included in 

individually recommended skills) 
 
You are expected to complete the 20 assigned skills (a combination of essential skills assigned 
by grade level and individually recommended skills assigned to each student) by achieving a 
minimum score of 80 for each skill, AND/OR by spending at least 20 minutes of active practice 
on each recommended skill. You have 10 weeks for summer work, so this means working on 
two skills per week if practicing every week, which is highly recommended.  (For students 
registering during the summer or students with accommodations, your recommended skills 
may be modified from this.) 
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Our math teachers have worked very closely to: 

 Identify the essential skills for success for each grade / math level 

 Choose additional skills specific to each student based upon each student’s mastery of 
content this school year 

 Ensure the "essential" skills assigned are truly key pre-requisite skills for success in math 
the following year 

 
Guidelines: 
 
Over the summer, you must achieve a minimum score of 80 on each of the 20 assigned skills 
and/or spend at least 20 active minutes on each of the assigned skills in IXL. To receive credit, 
practice must be complete over the summer, even if you worked on the skill during the school 
year.  Scores achieved during the school year will not count toward summer grade. You must be 
logged into IXL with your user ID to get credit for your work. New students, please contact the 
front office to obtain your login. 
 
Step-by-Step Directions: 
 
Step # 1:  Log into IXL (https://www.ixl.com/signin/stmarkscs) to see which 20 recommended 
skills you have been assigned: 

1) Go to “Learning” then “Recommendations” 
2) Under “Recommendations,” you will see what has been recommended by your 

math teacher listed in two ways: 
i. Sample questions for each recommended skill area in graphics, with links 

to the specific skill at the bottom of that image/sample question. 
ii. A star next to a drop-down menu – you will see all recommended skills in 

that drop-down menu 
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Step #2: Work on all skills that have been marked as “Recommended” by your teacher.  
Work on each skill to: 

i. Achieve a score of 80 or above on each assigned skill, AND/OR 
ii. Spend at least 20 active minutes on each assigned skill.  You can do it! 

 
Please spread your work across the summer.  This will help you! Remember, to receive credit, 
practice must be complete over the summer, even if you worked on the skill during the school 

year. 
 

Step #3: Track Your Progress (you absolutely must log into your ST. MARK IXL account to obtain 
credit for your work): 

 For analytics, log into the website, not the IXL app. 

 There are a few ways to track your progress. Please use the following method (it is the 

same one your teachers will use to check your work when you return to school):  

1. While logged into IXL, Go to Learning, then Math, then Analytics 

2. Under Analytics, choose Progress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. In Progress, specify: Subject (Math); Skill Grades (PreK - 12); and Date Range 
(June 10, 2020 and beyond)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ixl.com/signin/stmarkscs
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4. Under Progress, you can see each skill worked on, the amount of time spent on 
the skill, and the score achieved for the skill. 

 
  

5. You can print out this Progress and Improvement page for dates June 10, 2020-

August 24, 2020 to make sure that: 

1. A score of 80 and/or minimum time of 20 minutes has been achieved for 

each assigned skill (see above). 

2. The skills completed during the summer time period include ALL skills 

listed in your recommended skills (specific to each student). 
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The summer work will count as a test grade for the first trimester of your school year. (One 
point per completed topic up to 20 points)! 

 
Remember, the more you practice this summer, the more confident and comfortable you will 
feel next school year! 
 
Pace yourself and have fun! 
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