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Math for Students Rising Into Grades 3-8 
Summer Work Overview – NEW Students 

 

Dear Student, 
 
Welcome to ST. MARK Catholic School! We are so excited to welcome you to the ST. MARK 
family.  
 
We hope you take time this summer to relax and enjoy. Summer is also a great time to review 
important math skills, and get ready for next year. Numerous studies have shown that students 
who do not review mathematical concepts tend to lose their understanding of the information. 
We don’t want that to happen! 
 
ST. MARK will use the on-line IXL program for your summer math work for students going into 
grades 3-8. It can be used on a computer or even an iPad or smart phone if you download the 
IXL app. You DO NOT need to complete any worksheets in addition to this. 
 
The summer work will count as a test grade for the first trimester of your school year.  
 
Individualized and Student-Centered Approach  
 
As a new student, the first step is to take the “Diagnostic” in IXL. This will provide valuable 
information to your teacher as she plans math instruction for next year. 
 
Our math teachers have worked very closely to: 

 Identify the essential skills for success for each grade / math level 

 Ensure the "essential" skills assigned are truly key pre-requisite skills for success in math 
the following year 

 
Guidelines: 
 
Over the summer, you must achieve a minimum score of 80 on each of the assigned essential 
skills and/or spend at least 20 active minutes on each of the assigned skills in IXL. You must be 
logged into IXL with your user ID to get credit for your work. Your parent will receive an email 
from IXL with your ST. MARK login information.  
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Step-by-Step Directions: 
 
Step # 1:  Log into IXL (https://www.ixl.com/signin/stmarkscs), and take the Diagnostic. We 
recommend taking the diagnostic in 15-20 minute sessions over several days (e.g. one 20-
minute session per day for five days).  Your progress will be saved as you go.  This will provide 
your math teacher with important information as they develop instructional plans for the year 
ahead. 
 

 
 
Step # 2:  Once you have completed the diagnostic (or spent at least five 20-minute sessions 
working on the diagnostic), complete all of the Essential Skills identified for your rising grade 
level (these can be found on the school’s website under “summer work”). These are the current 
grade-level skills that must be practiced and mastered prior to starting school in the fall. 

Work on each skill to: 
i. Achieve a score of 80 or above on each assigned skill, AND/OR 

ii. Spend at least 20 active minutes on each assigned skill.  You can do it! 
 

Please spread your work across the summer.  This will help you!  
 

Step #3: Track Your Progress (you absolutely must log into your ST. MARK IXL account to obtain 
credit for your work): 

 For analytics, log into the website, not the IXL app. 

There are a few ways to track your progress. Please use the following method (it is the 

same one your teachers will use to check your work when you return to school):  

1. While logged into IXL, Go to Learning, then Math, then Analytics 

https://www.ixl.com/signin/stmarkscs
https://www.ixl.com/signin/stmarkscs
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2. Under Analytics, choose Progress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. In Progress, specify: Subject (Math); Skill Grades (PreK - 12); and Date Range 
(June 12, 2021 and beyond)  
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4. Under Progress, you can see each skill worked on, the amount of time spent on 
the skill, and the score achieved for the skill. 

 
  

5. You can print out this Progress and Improvement page for dates June 12, 2021-

August 24, 2021 to make sure that: 

1. A score of 80 and/or minimum time of 20 minutes has been achieved for 

each assigned skill (see above). 

2. The skills completed during the summer time period include ALL skills 

listed in Essential Skills document (specific to each grade level). 

 

The summer work will count as a test grade for the first trimester of your school year.  
 

Remember, the more you practice this summer, the more confident and comfortable you will 
feel next school year! 
 
Pace yourself and have fun! 
 
 
 


